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ACC lies on MoF saga exposed

. Commission lied about all 18 officials arrested being o

By Patson Chilemba

Daily Revelation
investigation has
exposed Anti-

Corruption Commission
(ACC) lies that all the 18
Ministry of Finance (MoF)
officials that were arrested
in the ministry’s corruption
scandal were suspended.

In August 2024, Daily
Revelation sent a query to
the acting ACC Director
General, Monica Mwansa,
over information that very
senior officials in the MoF
had been frustrating ACC
investigations and that some
had actually returned to
work after been issued with
immunities.

Responding to that
query, ACC spokesperson
Timothy Moono claimed
the Commission had
recommended the
suspension of the 18 arrested
officials and that “none of
these officers have returned
to work as they are serving
suspensions.”

“No immunity has
been granted to any of the
arrested persons. Since this
case has been in public
domain and attracted public
interest, the outcome of
the investigations will
be communicated in due
course,” stated Moono, at
that time.

But Daily Revelation
has since established that
Barabina Mporokoso, a
director in the same Audit
Department where most of
the arrests were made has
returned to work in office
number 087 on the second
floor.

This has been confirmed
by personal accounts of
other officials at MoF as
well as video evidence.

Another official who
is said to have attempted
to bribe the whistleblower
with K5000, Dr Patrick
Chanda, to stop him
from giving account of
the alleged corruption,
already confirmed to Daily
Revelation that he was still
working.

The presence in the
ministry of officials who
were arrested by the ACC
has sent fears of evidence
tempering, and that the same
had made a mockery of the
probe against them, with the
Commission being accused
of engaging in child’s play
over a very serious national
matter of public interest.

“It should tell you about
the nature of the so-called
investigative wings you
have in this country that
they can go to the extent
of lying about a so-called
investigation which is
actually non-existent and
has never seen the light of
day since it actually started,”
said one of the sources.
“And then you wonder
why the ACC and other
investigative wings are a
laughing stock and actually
engaged in the same actual
corruption by covering up
corruption. This is the same
ACC operating under an
administration that claims
to have employed a zero
tolerance to corruption.”

Whistleblower, Grandy
Ntumbo, who served as
principal internal auditor -

Forensic Audit Unit at MoF,
had complained to then

ACC director general Thom
Shamakamba of the presence
of one investigator, Ferguson
Kombe in the commission
who allegedly urged him to

FILE: ACC director general Monica

Mwansa

drop the MoF case.

In a letter dated
February 11, 2023 to
Shamakamba and seen by
Daily Revelation, Ntumbo
complained about Kombe
for allegedly urging him to
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1 suspension

drop the case he reported
over the US$25 million in
which the suspects benefited
from fictitious activities.

He complained that the
same Kombe had failed to
arrest Dr Chanda

However, the ACC
dismissed the assertions in
response to a query sent to
them by Daily Revelation on
the matter.

Moono stated that at no
time did their officer engage
the whistleblower not to
report the alleged K5000
paid to him by his colleague.

He stated that the matter
was actually received by the
commission and investigated
to the fullest whereupon the
suspect was arrested

NTI-C(
COM

Don't impose National Day Prayer programme
on Church, Rev Mulenga tells go

By Chinoyi Chipulu

dola Pastor’s
Fellowship
chairperson

Chilekwa Mulenga says
the copperbelt provincial
administration has no
authority to dictate and
impose a National Day of
Prayer (NDoP) program on
the Church because it is the
institution mandated to lead
such a program.

And Rev Mulenga stated
that the government and
the Church were supposed

to be collaborating in the
interest of all people while
observing institutional
separation.

In a statement, Rev
Mulenga stated that leaders
of the Church mother bodies
who formed the NDoP
committee with the mandate
to organise and coordinate
the prayers for October 18,
were never consulted over
this year’s program, only to
be issued a letter with some
decision over a program that
was supposed to be Church

Ben goes for ‘flamhoyant defector’ Mututi,

Kawana

By Mubanga Mubanga

PND member Major
Ben Phiri has gone
after ‘flamboyant

defector’ Felix Mutati, Thabo
Kawana and Frank Bwalya,
saying they are outsiders who
have been rewarded while he
has been left in the cold.

In another statement
to Daily Revelation, Phiri
argued that Mutati who
“hobnobbed” with former
president Edgar Lungu in
2016 had been rewarded,
including people he said
opposed Hichilema, citing
Information permanent
secretary Kawana and former
diplomat Bwalya.

“I say this because we
have people who vehemently
opposed President

and Frank Bwalya

Hichilema’s relentless efforts
at getting the top job as Head
of State who now appear

to have been rewarded for
incessantly opposing HH as
an aspirant for Plot 1,” he
stated.

Maj Phiri gave an
example of how Fr Frank
Bwalya ruthlessly demeaned
then opposition leader
Hakainde and now he was
the director general in the
National Management
Committee.

“What about Thabo
Kawana who was a
staunch MMD and later
metamorphosed into the
Movement for Democratic
Change led by the
flamboyant PD (political
Defector) Felix Mutati and

hobnobbed with Edgar
Lungu led PF. Like Frank
Bwalya, Kawana was
seemingly rewarded for
opposing HH as he is now
the permanent secretary in
the Information ministry,” he
stated.

Maj Phiri appealed
to President Hakainde
Hichilema to tell him the
status of his appeal for
reinstatement in order for
him to make his next move
as the country was heading
towards 2026.

“Consequent to my two
recent statements of appeal
for reinstatement of the
Republican President, Dr
Hakainde Hichilema, it’s
only logical to be told what
the outcome of my plea is

... from the time 1 handed
over the letter of appeal to
the Secretary to the Cabinet
for onward transmission to
the President, 1 have been on
tenterhooks oblivious to the
exact outcome of contents of
my submission,” stated Maj
Phiri stated. “I really (want)
to be told what my fate is
because by all accounts, it
appears my supporting the
UPND all this while has been
frowned upon.

“As time is ticking and
2026 is fast approaching,
1 need to know what the
position of my appeal is so
that 1 decide what to do next.
As things stand, [ am in the
dark as to what the President
may have determined on my
appeal though my guess is
that 1 have most likely been
ostracised ad infinitum for
doing nothing wrong.”

led.

He stated that this
level of interference
and disrespect on the
Church from provincial
administration influenced
by a Presidential appointee
who kept conflicting with
the Church would not be
tolerated any more.

“Let there be spiritual
order and hands off Church
affairs. It’s unfortunate
that some at provincial
administration claiming
to be Christians have been
scheming behind the back
of Church leaders and think
they can manipulate the
Church,” he stated.

Rev Mulenga stated
that supporting an imposed
decision by someone at
provincial administration
for personal expediency
over NDoP would set a bad
precedent and God would
not be in it.

“What are they trying to
achieve by centralising the
NDoP on the Copperbelt
without consultations?
They’ve also been spreading
misinformation to the
effect that the Republican
President is coming for
prayers on the Copperbelt,”
stated Rev Mulenga. “The
three known Pastors, one
from Ndola, Kitwe and
Chingola that they have
been scheming with are
not even leaders from any
Church mother body and
have no mandate whatsoever
over the NDoP.”

“This whole divide and

rule tactic is intended for
political expediency and
therefore can’t be supported
by any serious servant of
God who understands the
difference between praying
and playing,” he stated.

Rev Mulenga warned
that if this level of disrespect
and confusion continued,
the Church in the province
would be guided to pray
from homes and local
Churches on the day of
prayer and fasting.

“Let those who wish
to play and politic gather
at Nkana Stadium in vain
while clapping under a
scorching sun without God’s
presence. Why do you want
to collapse prayer programs
in the districts, for what
motive,” he stated.

Rev Mulenga stated that
the provincial administration
could not assume the
priestly role of the Church
using some puppets which
in itself was a promotion
of insubordination, anarchy
and divisions in the Church.

“Stop promoting
spiritual chaos, observe the
structure within Church
and let there be order.
Prayer should be Holy and
never to be politicised.

God is not the author of
confusion and no flesh

can glory in His presence.
Provincial administration
as part of a government

we respect should be in

the forefront promoting
good collaboration with the
Church for the common
good as opposed to fueling
indiscipline and confusion,”
stated Rev Mulenga.
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Editor

n August 2024,

Daily Revelation

sent a press query
to the acting ACC
Director General,
Monica Mwansa,
over information
that very senior
officials in the MoF
had been frustrating
ACC investigations
and that some MoF
officials who had
earlier been arrested
over the MoF and
Ministry of General
Education (MoGE)
had actually returned
for work.

ACC
spokesperson
Timothy Moono
claimed that the
Commission had
recommended the
suspension of the
18 arrested officials
and that “none of
these officers have
returned to work
as they are serving
suspensions.”

“No immunity
has been granted to
any of the arrested
persons. Since this
case has been in
public domain and
attracted public
interest, the outcome

of the investigations
will be communicated
in due course,”
stated Moono, at that
time.

But it has since
been established that
that is not the case,
citing the example of
Barabina Mporokoso,
who was among the
18 arrested but is
serving as a director
in the same Forensic
Audit unit at MoF.

Concerned
officials have said
this alone should
put to rest questions
about the credibility
of an institution like
the ACC which will
go to the extent
of lying about
“a non-existent”
investigations, and
has been accused of
engaging in child’s
play over a serious
national matter.

Indeed, what
other way can one
describe the actions
of the commission,
as this alone should
also bring into
question some of
the investigations
they claim they have
been conducting,
especially those

involving senior
government officials
in the UPND
administration.

This MoF saga

just dismiss the lies,

without following up in
terms of demanding
accountability from

a state institution

that is running away
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has been treated

in like manner as
the investigations
involving the ministers
and other senior
government officials,
where investigations
are carried out
eternally without
any tangible results
in the end. In their
ill-advised fashion,
the ACC thinks they
are being clever
when churning

out such lies to an
intelligent audience
which however
seems content to

from discharging its
function.

Given the
happenings, it's very
difficult to actually
deny the information
that has been coming
out that senior officials
at MoF do not want
to have this matter
investigated with the
risk that the same
will bring out more
information and put
a key Ministry like
finance in bad light
with the public and
the donor community.

But even then,

how will hiding
information which

is now coming out
to public light help
those tempering with
the investigations?
It's like hiding a boll
or even a pregnancy.
You can hide the
same for sometime
but it will eventually
show.

In a serious
country and under a
serious government,
an institution such as
the ACC would not
actually be allowed to
run away with such
lies. It is especially
saddening that the
same is happening
under a government
that claims to fight
corruption; past,
present and future. It
shows just how fake
and questionable
the whole fight is
that an institution
that is mandated to
fight corruption is
ready to lie with a
straight face over
a serious national
matter involving
alleged corruption
in a key Ministry,
that oversees the
management of state
resources. They
have actually lied

~N

knowing full well that
no one is going to
call them to account.
They have become
familiar with how

the whole system
operates and are well
aware that the fight
against corruption

is all pure hogwash,
that it's an exercise
mainly aimed

at getting at the
corruption involving
former government
officials.

It's seems they
are under instruction
not to investigate
let alone prosecute
any corruption
in this present
administration, so
as to maintain a
semblance that
this is a corrupt
free government
inhabited by angels.
This MoF, MoGE
probe is another
of those probes
that will just end up
in name, like the
ministerial probes
without any tangible
outcome. We don’t
have institutions in
this country to fight
corruption as they all
serve at the mercy
of the powerful in
government.

‘Wise' HH not appreciat
to borrow him - Imenda

(From front page)
Reacting to opposition

Citizens First leader, Harry

Kalaba, who last week said

Getrude Imenda

the UPND government had
failed to find solutions to
Zambia’s current problems
and that the country was in a

state of economic meltdown
due to poor leadership,
Imenda yesterday said
Kalaba did not know what

, other countries want

he was talking about because
African countries were
admiring what President
Hichilema was doing for
Zambia.

“We have not failed,”
Imenda said in an interview
with Daily Revelation. “The
issues are being addressed.
You know that it could have
been worse if President
Hichilema was not a good
leader. I don’t know what
Kalaba is talking about.
Kalaba was part of the
previous government before
he resigned and he was part
of the debt acquisition so he
should understand.”

Imenda said at the time
UPND made promises,
there was no war in Russia
and there was no drought in
Zambia.

“You know at the time
we promised, these things
were not there. There was
no war or severe drought.

If not for these challenges,
everything would have been

okay. Now it is just because
of these exogenous factors,”
she said. “Even then, we
have really done our best and
doing our best, it could be
worse. I’m not ashamed to
say if this situation found us
under the previous regime, [
don’t know what would have
happened, it would have
been worse. As the President
said, despite this drought,
nobody is dying of hunger.”

Imenda advised Kalaba
to stop politicking but offer
solutions.

“This is a crisis beyond
our control but we have done
some intervention to try and
control the situation so that
its adverse effects are not felt
by the people,” she said.

Imenda said she was
hopeful that things were
going to be better and
Zambians would see massive
development and better
living conditions.

“We have done so much
and we are an admiration

but as they say, a prophet
is never appreciated in
his hometown. Other
countries are wondering
why Zambians are making
noise when they have a
wise leader. Some are even
wishing to borrow him to
their countries because he is
a wise leader,” she said.
Imenda highlighted
some of the interventions
government had introduced
in order to support Zambians
through the current hardships
such as “cash for work
program”, among others.
“All those interventions
we are putting in place,
can somebody say we
have failed? If we come
to loadshedding, you have
seen for yourself how the
Zambezi River looks like.
That tells you that there
is no water. Things could
have been worse but the
government is working
tirelessly to alleviate the
challenges,” said Imenda.
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By Esther Chisola
ormer Lusaka Province
F minister Bowman
Lusambo says he
is in court for clearance
from accusations that his
properties are tainted, saying
his wife is innocent.

And Lusambo says
he sympathises with his
colleague, former Home
Affairs minister Stephen
Kampyongo and the wife
for the situation they found
themselves in.

Recently, the Lusaka
Magistrates’ acquitted
Kampyongo while his wife
Wanziya Chirwa, who he

What happened to the Kampyongo's

will not happen to us - Bowman

was jointly charged with,
was convicted for being

in possession of property
suspected of being proceeds
of crime and she was
sentenced to three years
simple imprisonment.

In an interview with
Daily Revelation, Lusambo
was asked if he saw what
happened to Kampyongo,
happening to him considering

that he was also appearing in
court with the wife.

Responding, Lusambo
said his wife had nothing to
do with any court case he
was facing, stressing that he
used legitimate money to
acquire his properties.

He said his case was
totally different from that of
Kampyongo and accused the
state of just wanting to drag

his wife into his court case
but he had shown the court
that she was very far from all
these issues.

“We are not in a similar
situation with Kampyongo.
Each case is treated
differently and me being in
court with my wife doesn’t
mean we are in a similar
situation. My wife has done
nothing and for me, all the

Police were searching for non-existent
my house - Nakonde MP

guns at

(From front page)

On Saturday, police
public relations officer Rae
Hamoonga confirmed the
search at Simumba’s house in
Nakonde, and informed the
nation that it was conducted
as part of an ongoing
investigation, without
disclosing what it was all
about.

In an interview
with Daily Revelation,
Simumba wondered why
the government could have
wrong information of him
having illegal weapons when
in fact not.

“The rumours are that
because of the support that |
receive in Nakonde, they are
thinking I have some illegal
weapons at my house. That’s
the allegation. But they
searched, and there is nothing
that they found,” he said.

Simumbea alleged that the
search was meant for him
to be picked up but he was
tipped and left immediately.

“I was tipped, so I
wasn’t present at the time
the police were searching

my house. I am the owner
of the constituency so I was
told that these people don’t
mean well. In fact, they are
coming for you just to harm
me because even during

the search, there are even
cadres,” he said.

Simumba described
the search as an act of
intimidation from the
government.

“This is just intimidation.
Whoever is not in agreement
with what they are saying,
to them it’s a challenge
especially that they know that
Nakonde it’s a no go area for
these guys so they want to
intimidate me but I won’t be
taken by those simple issues.
I am there to serve the people
of Nakonde,” he said.

He attributed the suffering
of the people in the country
to lack of information on
the ground on the part of the
government.

“That’s why we are
suffering like this because ...
the government doesn’t have
the full information about
what’s happening. That’s an

allegation. So, they are not on
the ground. They don’t know
what is happening, that’s

why people are suffering.
Even as we are suffering on
the ground, they don’t know
because they have wrong
information that people are
eating,” he said.

Simumba further said
the search at his house was
aimed at stopping him from
attending the Umutomolo
Traditional Ceremony of the
Namwanga people which
took place yesterday.

“The same way that they
have got wrong information
that I have got weapons,
how? Weapons for what?
That’s where the issue is but
you know they came just
for me not specific for the
search. Their aim is not for
me to attend the ceremony
which will be scheduled for
tomorrow (Sunday) because
the President will be here,”
he said.

The lawmaker accused
the government of wanting
to ensure that he did not
represent those who had

given him the mandate to
serve them until 2026.

“So, I can’t be intimidated
by this cheap way of trying
to intimidate someone. They
know that during my speech,
I will definitely speak for
my people and they don’t
want that. So, by all means
they don’t want me to attend
the ceremony so that the
President in the usual way
will just give those speeches
and go back without any
challenge from anyone,” said
Simumba.

And Hamoonga stated
that investigations in
connection with the search at
Simumba’s house were still
ongoing.

“We are working
diligently to gather all
relevant information. At
this stage, we are unable to
provide further details to
ensure the integrity of the
investigation. However,
we assure the public that
updates will be made
available as more information
becomes accessible,” stated
Hamoonga.

things which I have, I have
them using legitimate money
which I earned before joining
politics and after joining
politics,” he said.

Lusambo said he was in
court for clearance, adding
that God would fight for his
case and clear him.

He said he was expecting
nothing less than an acquittal
for both himself and the wife.

Lusambo said the defence
he and the wife had given
the court, was sufficient to
clear them of corruption
allegations.

He said he had a paper
trail to all the monies he had
and the properties he owned.

Lusambo also said some
of the properties he had been
taken to court for were not
yet his as he was still paying
for them.

“Especially the properties
that are in court, they are not
100 percent my properties. I
have got only two properties
which are fully paid and the
way I paid those properties
is documented from my side
and from the owner’s side
who sold us the properties,”
he added.

Bowman Lusambo

He said in his case, the
state wanted him to prove the
source of income and if he
was able to have what he had.

“We tried by all means to
show our source of income
and I know that we have
courts in our country which
are independent and justice is
going to prevail and for me,

I am very confident that we
will be acquitted because we
put up a very good defence,”
he said.

Lusambo also said he
had proved to the court that
his wife was far from all the
issues

“So for me, it’s totally
different, the state wanted to
bring my wife into this case. I
have shown the court that my
wife is very far from all these
issues. Very far from all these
issues,” he added.

Lusambo said his issues
were not complicated, the
reason he had been saying
that they were politically
motivated.

“Not anything to do with
proceeds, there is no such
a thing with me. It’s just
politically motivated,” said
Lusambo

‘
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Nevers should not be used like a rottweiler - Ndola mayor

(From front page)

And Kalyati urged pastor
Mumbea to find better ways of
looking for employment from
the government than being a
praise singer.

Featuring on Prime
Television on a program
dubbed “The Big Debate,”
on Tuesday, Dr Mumba said
the path Lungu had chosen
had a terrible ending and he
would be vindicated by those
insulting him when something
bad happened to the former
head of state.

Kalyati who is also Ndola
district PF chairperson, told
Duaily Revelation urged

Mumba to stop attacking the
former head of state.

“He should not be used
like a rottweiler, a dog to
bark at anything that seems to
come his way, he should know
he is a diplomat and should
behave as such,” he said. “We
know... political (the) party
is finished. Who talks about
his political party? Let him
just join UPND. I’'m sure the
UPND will be good to see that
he has a failed party which
he has dissolved and let’s see
how many people will join
him.”

Kalyati said Dr Mumba
had forgotten about

mobilising his party and had
become a chief praise singer
for the ruling UPND
“Dr Mumba has become
a chief praise singer, he
claps even when there is
loadshedding. What kind of a
man is he becoming and what
does he expect from us? He
is becoming a disgrace to the
faith because as Christians we
are supposed to be behaving
in a particular way,” he said.
Kalyati said as a
clergyman, Dr Mumba should
have focused on fostering
peace between the former and
current head of state so as to
end the tension that was there.

“The tension is visible and
his fellow clergy would call
the two to sit down with them
and clear the tension but him
is an agent of division, that is
why he wants to promote it.
His head and mouth are full
of division. I challenge him to
come out in the open and tell
us what he means,” he said.

“Dr Mumba is making it
very difficult for us Christians
who regard ourselves as his
children in faith. He is our
model in faith but his ranting
is making it difficult and we
will not watch our uncle insult
our father, it is not correct,”
he said.

Kalyati said Dr Mumba
was a figure who was
supposed to be advising both
President Hakainde Hichilema
and former president Edgar
Lungu in order to foster peace
in the country.

“He is a figure that is
supposed to be advising both
sides but whenever he opens
his mouth, he will attack one
side. No it is not right. Yes he
is our father but we are in a
generation where when we see
our elders having problems,
the way pastor Mumba is
having a problem, the children
will rise to the occasion
and be able to sit down the

elders,” he said.

Kalyati said Dr Mumba
was behaving like a UPND
cadre.

“Whenever he talks, he
talks like a UPND cadre, so |
am challenging him to tell the
nation these empty threats that
he is showering on ECL, let
me say, if he wants to bewitch
him. In a situation Lungu dies,
his blood will be on his hands
and we will not watch him,”
said Kalyati. “I feel very sad
even as I say this because I'm
talking to my father in faith, it
is very sad for me as a youth
to talk to him like this but it is
getting out of hand.”
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Chingola Chamber of
cost of loadshedding on business

By Chinoyi Chipulu

hingola Chamber
of Commerce and
Industry president

Freddie Musonda says
small businesses in Zambia
are having a hard time to
survive due to long hours
of loadsheding.

In an interview with
Daily Revelation yesterday,
Musonda said loadsheding
had been a big blow to

small business in the
district.

He said with the
inconsistent access to
electricity coupled with
long hours of loadshedding,
entrepreneurs were facing
numerous challenges that
hindered productivity and
growth.

He said mostly power
was restored for three hours
which was not helping

business owners who were
incurring loses.

By press time, Musonda
said there had been been
no power in his area since
Friday afternoon until
Saturday evening.

“Some of these
businesses operate on a
low budget and have not
planned for contingency
power backup plans so it’s
quite difficult for them to

Commerce hemoans

make profits,” he said.

Musonda said small
businesses that did not
have generators, including
salons, barbershops and
welding shops, had to
suspend operations during
load shedding.

“It has been so hard
for them to make money
for a living. We were
used to the consistent
power supply. We were

complaining before they
started adjusting tariffs,
that’s an indication that
even the cost of power that
we are getting, it’s difficult
for small operators to put
in their own contingency
power solutions,” he said.
“With the power being
rationed this way, survival
for them is very difficult.
Most butcheries, salons and
barbershops are having a

lot of trouble even general
offices that use computers.
It’s a big challenge.”

Musonda also said
operating for three hours
was giving SMEs (Small
and Medium Enterprises)
a productivity of about 30
percent.

“An average of 50
percent productivity that
was expected for the year
has been lost. Profitability
has dropped. Things like
foods have been wasted,”
said Musonda.

Zambia has secured $50 million from BADEA - Musokotwane

By Jane Chanda

inance and National
Planning minister
Dr. Situmbeko

Musokotwane says Zambia
has secured a $50 million
cooperation agreement
signed with the Arab Bank
for Economic Development
in Africa (BADEA) for the
construction of the Kalabo-
Sikongo-Angola Road
Project.

In a statement yesterday,
Dr. Musokotwane stated
that the agreement had
potential to drive industrial
development, innovation,

infrastructure growth, and
economic empowerment.

He state that the
improved road network
would yield more job
opportunities, enhance cross-
border trade, and lift more
people in the region above
the poverty line.

De Musokotwane stated
that the project would
connect remote areas of
Western Province to the
rest of the country, thereby
improving trade between
Angola and Zambia.

Dr. Musokotwane
described the signing of

the agreements as “a true
testament of the commitment
of the two parties to
promotion of sustainable
development for the
betterment of the people of
Zambia.

Dr. Musokotwane also
stated that the capacity-
building component of the
agreement would focus
on enhancing the skills
of public officials in key
sectors such as finance, trade,
and energy development,
ultimately empowering
Zambia to effectively manage
development projects and

ensure long-term sustainable
progress.

The minister also
extended an invitation to
investors from Saudi Arabia
and the Middle-East Region
to explore opportunities in
Zambia’s energy, mining, and
agriculture sectors.

“We invite investors from
Saudi Arabia and the Middle
East to explore opportunities
in Zambia’s energy, mining,
and agriculture sectors,” Dr.
Musokotwane stated.

He also also stated that
Zambia’s long-standing
partnership with the

Govt committed to investing in
Northern corridor aviation - HH

By Jane Chanda

resident Hakainde
Hichilema says
his government is

committed to investing in
the aviation sector in the
Northern Corridor in order to
open up the Northern Circuit.

Speaking at Kasama
Airport before departing
for Nakonde to officiate at
the Umutomolo Traditional
Ceremony yesterday,
President Hichilema said
the government remained
steadfast to achieve this,
as can be seen by the
rehabilitation of Kasama
airport to international
standards.

The President
emphasised the importance
of modernising Nakonde, a
vital transit area, to facilitate
efficient movement of
goods and people, stating
that his government would
modernise it to make it more
efficient.

President Hakainde
Hichilema also announced
plans to construct airports
in Nakonde and Chinsali
to international standards,

opening up these areas for
business within and outside
Zambia.

He also revealed plans to
invest in irrigation systems
in the Northern region,
leveraging its abundant
natural resources and water
supply.

“I should not be called to
launch the planting season,
there is no planting season,
planting season is every
month. Harvesting season is
every month,” he said.

President Hichilema also
called on UPND members
to work in unity, supporting
those in office and giving
them the opportunity to
serve.

The President talked
about the importance of
unity and cooperation within
the party, saying these two
components were critical
factors in achieving the
government’s development
goals.

He urged UPND
members to put aside
differences and work
towards a common purpose,
fostering an environment

of collaboration and mutual
support.

“We need to work
together, support each other,
and give those in office the
opportunity to serve,” he
said.

President Hichilema
further reaffirmed his
administration’s commitment
to transformative

development.

“Our focus on irrigation
systems and aviation
infrastructure is aligned
with our broader vision for
sustainable development and
economic growth in Zambia;
we are determined to unlock
the Northern Corridor’s full
potential,” said President
Hichilema.

President Hakainde Hichilema

Arab Bank for Economic
Development in Africa
(BADEA) had yielded
significant benefits.

Specifically, he pointed
out that BADEA’s financing
assistance to Zambia had
reached $186.085 million
since 1976, covering 22
projects across various
sectors.

BADEA president Dr.
Sidi Ould Tah, echoed Dr.
Musokotwane’s sentiments,
stating that the Kalabo-
Sikongo-Angola Border
Project was a cornerstone
of Zambia’s development
strategy.

“By opening up access

to Angolan ports, this road
will facilitate greater trade,
accelerate economic growth,
and strengthen regional
integration,” he stated.

Dr. Sidi Ould Tah
stated that the successful
signing of these agreements
represented a pivotal moment
in Zambia’s development
journey, marking significant
progress toward enhanced
regional integration,
economic growth, and
poverty reduction, and
solidifying BADEA’s
commitment to supporting
Zambia’s sustainable
development.
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Vedanta boss Anil Agarwal’s allegations
‘completely misleading’, govt says as it backs
mineral auction regime for iron ore blocks

he Mines Ministry
reinforced its support
for auctioning mineral

concessions. This move
comes after Vedanta Chief
Anil Agarwal questioned the
decision to conduct auctions
for iron ore mines, claiming
that input costs have gone up
due to this approach.

In statement issued late
Friday, the Ministry termed
Agarwal’s comments as
‘completely misleading.’

“No mining company
in India shares 100% of
company revenue with
the Government! The
auction premium paid by a
company is a percentage of
the average of the ex-mine
prices of iron ore produced
by all the mines in a State,
excluding the expenditure
made by the company
outside lease boundary and
on value addition for steel
production,” the ministry
said while adding that
auction premium is not paid

out of total revenue of the
company.

Earlier in the day,
Agarwal had posted on social
media, “Could you run a
business successfully if you
have to share more than
100% of your revenue with
another party?... The bid is
based on how much revenue
you will share with the
government. Since auctions
were introduced, the average
for iron ore is 118%.”

He also said there are
limited blocks are on offer.
“Many steel manufacturers
seek raw material security,
there is a huge demand-
supply mismatch and bid
prices become massive,”
Agarwal said.

Responding on this
statement, the Ministry said,
“Contribution of iron ore in
the cost of steel produced
is about 15%. So, in case
of a steel company which
uses iron ore produced from
its own mine, it pays only

a small percentage of total
value of steel produced as
auction premium to secure
assured supply of iron ore for
running its steel plant.”

It added that prices of
iron ore produced in India
are lower than the prices in
international market. “Even
after payment of royalty and
auction premium, the iron ore
price in India are competitive
as compared to the
international market. Royalty
and premium are part of
cost of production for the
company and not something
shared out of revenue/
profit!,” the Ministry added.

Sharing details of
mines auctioned till
date, the Ministry said,
“Since the introduction of
auction in the Mines and
Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957 in
2015, 417 blocks have been
successfully auctioned. Out
of 417 auctioned blocks,

119 are iron ore blocks.

Christian church hails ‘LGBTQ
propaganda’ ban

The majority of Georgians oppose homosexuality
the country’s Orthodox Church argues

he Georgian Orthodox
TChurch has praised
the country’s
parliament for passing a
law restricting the spread
of LGBTQ content and
banning gender reassignment
surgery, describing it as a
“positive step forward” for
the conservative post-Soviet
nation.

Signed into law by
Georgian Parliament
Speaker Shalva Papuashvili
on Thursday, the law ‘On
Family Values and Protection
of Minors’ prohibits the
recognition of same-sex
unions, bans transgender
people from adopting
children or undergoing
sex-change surgery, and
forbids positive depictions
of LGBTQ and incestuous
relationships in the media or
educational materials.

In a statement on Friday,
the Patriarchate of the
Georgian Orthodox Church
called the legislation “a
positive step forward,”
describing it as “an important
and decisive step to protect
the traditional values that

determine the identity of the
Georgian nation.”

Both the Patriarchate and
“the majority of the Georgian
population” oppose LGBTQ
ideologies, the statement
noted, describing how the
church has lobbied for years
against the inclusion of
this material in educational
textbooks.

EU accused of
‘blackmailing’ applicant state

Read more EU accused of
‘blackmailing’ applicant state

“In addition, the spread
of LGBTQ propaganda has
often created significant
social divisions in society and
even become a tool of tension
in the hands of those who
seek to deepen polarization,”
the Patriarchate added.

The legislation was
backed by the ruling
Georgian Dream party, but
condemned by the US, EU,
and pro-Western opposition
parties in Georgia. President
Salome Zourabichvili, a long-
time proponent of LGBTQ
rights and closer relations
with the West, declined to
sign the bill, but did not

veto it, instead returning the
document to parliament for
Papuashvili to decide whether
or not to sign it.

The EU has threatened
to revoke a visa-free travel
agreement with Georgia
in response to the LGBTQ
law and US-style legislation
that force NGOs funded
from abroad to register as
foreign agents and disclose
their donors. Georgia is an
EU applicant and has been
granted some privileges
on its path to joining the
European bloc, but Brussels
has accused Tbilisi of
“democratic decline,” and
warned that passage of
the latest law would have
“important repercussions”
for Georgia’s membership
prospects.

According to a 2021
survey, 84% of Georgians
believe that homosexuality is
“always wrong.” Georgia’s
constitution defines marriage
as a union strictly between a
man and a woman. However,
the country also has anti-
discrimination laws that
protect members of the
LGBTQ community.I was
not one of them that was
investigated neither was |
called in for investigations
because [ wasn’t at the
Ministry,” said Mukuwa.

RT

34 auctioned iron ore
blocks have already been
operationalised.”
According to the
centre, another 21 blocks
are expected to become

operational in near future.
Besides, 17 iron ore blocks
are under auction process and
60 iron blocks handed over
by the Ministry of Mines

are available with the State

Vedanta Chairman Anil Agarwal

Governments for auction. “It
is therefore wrong to say that
only limited blocks are on
offer,” the ministry said.
MINING.COM

Harris weighs more breaks with Biden as he
keeps injecting himself into the campaign

Vice President Kamala Harris and President Joe Biden. Getty Images

op aides to Kamala
Harris are heading into
the final month of the

2024 presidential race still
wrestling with how much
distance she can credibly
claim from Joe Biden as she
looks for more ways to weave
in breaks with him on the
campaign trail.

But she keeps getting
pulled back to his side for
official business at the White
House — and he keeps
injecting himself into the
conversation.

Harris aides are looking
at rolling out new plans and
promises for what Harris
would do as president, in part
to directly demonstrate notable
differences, like in her recent
more blunt speeches about
abortion rights and tackling
the southern border.

“The challenge” of having
so little time left in such a
short race, one adviser to the
vice president told CNN, is
“when you’re trying to reach
undecided low-intensity
voters, how do you actually
communicate difference with
Biden?”

Running as an extension
of the president is not a strong
position, Harris aides know,
while asserting what she
stands for is.

Neither aides in the Harris
campaign nor the Biden White
House would commit to
another joint campaign event
between now and the election.

Harris wants to create
space, top aides say, but not
too much space. She wants to
be loyal — but she also wants
to win. She is still planning to
lean on Biden, who is flying

to Milwaukee on Tuesday
for an event trumpeting more
projects made possible by
administration efforts, to
buck up union members or to
park himself in battleground
Pennsylvania for political
stops in the final weeks. But
no one on the vice president’s
team is upset that Biden is
headed to spend a whole week
of October overseas on a
non-pressing diplomatic trip
to Germany and Angola. Some
wish he’d go away for longer.

Part of leading Democrats’
focus on Biden

Dingell, a longtime booster
of Biden who is once again
sounding the alarm in her
“blue wall” state, declined to
say more.

CNN
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Pereira makes h

[
lex Pereira retained
win over Rouniree A:=:
heavyweight title by

Alex Pereira now has four stoppage victories on the bounce

stopping Khalil Rountree in
four rounds at UFC 307 in
Salt Lake City on Saturday.

The Brazilian survived
a scare in the second round
after being dropped a counter
right hand.

Pereira, 37, recovered
and resumed methodically
breaking Rountree down,
eventually finishing the
bloodied and exhausted
American with an uppercut.

With the victory, Pereira
sets a new record in the UFC
with the shortest period
between three consecutive
defences.

The record was
previously held by UFC
legend Ronda Rousey, but
with defences in April, June
and at UFC 307, Pereira has
successfully defended his
title three times in just 175
days.

Pereira maintains his
position as one of the most
feared strikers in the UFC,
with four stoppage victories
in a row.

His run in 2024 includes
two former champions
in Jamahal Hill and Jiri
Prochazka, but found a game
opponent in Rountree.

“I can say that this was
one of the toughest fights,”
Pereira said afterwards.

istory in stoppage

“I expected that. He
showed tonight why he’s got
so much quality in here.”

The former middleweight
champion had teased a move
up to heavyweight or back
down to middleweight,
but said in his post-fight
interview he was staying at
2051b (14st 61b, 93kg).

“I can move up to
heavyweight but this division
is great and this is where I
am at,” he said.

Pereira improved his
record to 12 wins and just
two losses while Rountree
picked up his sixth defeat in
19 fights.

BBC

anchester
United’s players
must take

responsibility for their

run of poor form instead

of pinning the blame on
under-fire manager Erik ten
Hag, according to Harry
Maguire.

Ten Hag’s job is on the
line ahead of the trip to
Aston Villa on Sunday after
a disappointing start to the
season which has yielded
just three wins from nine
games.

The pressure on Ten
Hag mounted further on
Thursday when United
threw away a two-goal lead
to draw 3-3 with FC Porto
in the Europa League. But
Maguire insists the focus
should be on the players
rather than the manager.

“As a footballer, it’s
easy to look around and
blame other people and
blame your teammate
or blame the staff or the

Man United players
to blame, not Erik ten
Hag - Harry Maguire

Harry Maguire has lost his starting place in the
Manchester United team under Erik ten Hag.

tactics,” Maguire said.

“You’ve got to look
at yourself. We’re the
ones that go on the pitch.
We’re the ones that have to
defend. You’ve got to take
responsibility.”

Sources have told ESPN
that Ten Hag could face the
sack if his team lose at Villa
Park on Sunday.

United did the double
over Villa last season --
winning 2-1 at Villa Park
in February -- and Maguire
believes a similar result on
Sunday could finally kick-
start their season.

We’ve got to find belief
within ourselves,” he said.
“Take the belief from what
we did last season at Villa
Park. It was on fire last
season there. Then we went
there and got the victory
that we needed last season.
And we feel like we’re
playing better than we were
last season.

ESPN

Max Verstappen struggles hoost ticket sales

he U.S. Grand Prix
saw a spike in ticket
sales once Max

Verstappen stopped winning
so regularly, according to
Austin circuit boss Bobby
Epstein.

The race at the Circuit of
the Americas (COTA) will
take place on Oct. 21, having
established itself as one of
the most popular events on
the F1 schedule.

It will host the next stage
of the championship between
Verstappen and Lando
Norris, who has slowly
clawed his way back into the
title fight since his maiden
F1 victory at May’s Miami
Grand Prix.

“I think we’re in good
shape coming up to this

grand prix, although the
route to get here was a little
bit different this year from
a fan standpoint, in that our
ticket sales really took off
when Max stopped winning,
and it got more competitive,’
Epstein said.

“So I give a lot of
credit to our fan base and
the audience, and that they
really are tuned in, they are
educated and and they’re
paying attention. And I think
it’s exciting to see the season
shape up the way it is.”

Verstappen, who won a
record 15 races in 2023, has
only won once since the race
around Hard Rock Stadium.
His lead has whittled down to
52 points with six races and
two sprint races, including

bl

Max Verstappen won the U.S. Grand Prix in 2023 on his
way to claiming the world championship.

one in Austin, to go.

Over 420,000 people
attended the circuit across
three days of track action last
year.

This year’s race
features the sprint format,
meaning there will be more
competitive sessions for fans

to watch. COTA’s upcoming
event has two big additional
selling points going for it:
Eminem in concert at the
circuit and the Texas-Georgia
game at Longhorn Stadium
on Saturday evening.

ESPN

Tyson Fury

vows to be in ‘destroy

mode’ against Oleksandr Usyk

yson Fury has said
he will throw caution
to the wind when he

faces heavyweight champion
Oleksandr Usyk and aim for
a knockout victory in their
rematch.

In their first bout in May,
Fury hit his stride in the
fourth round and engaged
in some showmanship as he
caught Usyk with vicious
body shots, but the Ukrainian
battled back and turned the
tide in the eighth round.

Usyk’s powerful punches
to the head left Fury reeling

and the previously undefeated

boxer struggled through
the final rounds of the fight

before losing by split decision

and relinquishing his WBC
heavyweight championship.
The rematch will take
place on Dec. 21 in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, with the WBC,

WBO and WBA titles on the
line.

“I’m going to go in there
with destroy mode. Last time
I went to box him, I was
being cautious. I boxed the
head right off him,” Fury told

TNT Sports on Saturday.
“Let’s talk facts. Anyone
can get caught, as we’ve seen
in a lot of these heavyweight
fights, but this time I’m not
going for a points decision.”
Fury added that he is still

leksandr Usyk for the second time in Decembef

keen on facing fellow Briton
Anthony Joshua, despite the
former champion’s knockout
defeat at the hands of Daniel
Dubois in an IBF title fight
last month.

ESPN
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LAMECK, CHILUFYA

TO MISS CHAD QASH
DUE TO INJURY

replacements for the injured
Banda and Chilufya. “

Zambia will host Chad at
Levy Mwanawasa Stadium
in Ndola on October 11

By Mubukwanu Kaingu
triker Lameck Banda
S and midfielder Edward
Chilufya have been
ruled out of Chipolopolo’s
2025 AFCON Group G
qualifier double-header date
against Chad.
Football Association
of Zambia spokesperson
Sydney Mungala said in an
interview yesterday that the

Coast.

Chad are bottom of
Group G tied on 1 point with
second-placed Sierra Leone.

said.

Chipolopolo’s are second
in Group G with 3 points
from two games and are three
points behind leaders Ivory

and visit Chad in Yaounde,
Cameroon on October 15.
“The team is expected to
start its training sessions on
Monday evening. We appeal

to the fans to turn up in
numbers for Friday’s game to
ensure that the team carries a
health cushion in Tuesday’s
game in Yaoundé,” Mungala

duo will not be available due
to injury.

Banda plays for Italian
Serie A club Lecce and
missed Saturday’s 1-0 away
loss at Udinese.

Chilufya sustained
his injury in Danish club
Midtjylland’s 2-0 away
UEFA Europa League win
over Maccabi Tel Aviv of
Israel played in Belgrade
on Thursday in a match the
Zambian midfielder came on
in the 60th minute to score
the second goal in the 89th
minute.

“The Chipolopolo have
regrouped in Ndola with
local players setting up base
after having played their
weekend games. Foreign-
based players will start
trickling in on Monday
(today) after having featured
for their respective clubs,”
Mungala said.

“However, the team
will be without Italy-based
Lameck Banda who plies his
trade for Lecce and Edward
Chilufya for Midtjylland
in Denmark who are both
injured.

“Banda has been ruled
out due to a knee injury
while Chilufya sustained a
groin injury that will keep
him out for a few weeks.

“Coach Avram Grant has
summoned Cagliari forward
Kingstone Mutandwa
and Evans Kangwa as the

Defence was our weakest link -
coach

Under-20

_;.:-—_-:__- g

By Mubukwanu Kaingu

oach Boyd
Mulwanda has
pointed out Zambia

U20’s weakest link at the
just-ended 2024 COSAFA
Cup in Mozambique
where the outgoing
defending champions lost

Coach Boyd Mulwanda

in Saturday’s final to South
Africa in Maputo.

Zambia lost 2-0 to
South Africa to relinquish
the COSAFA U20 Cup
crown to a team that
had won all its games
in Mozambique and not
conceded any goals.

But it was not the same
for Zambia who were
very fortunate to stumble
into the semifinals as the
best second-placed side
in the group stages where
they won one and lost one
of their two group stage
games.

THE PAPER THAT REVEALS TRUTH

In all, Zambia scored 5
goals and conceded 8 from
the group stage to the final.

Mulwanda said in a
post-match interview in
Maputo that they have a lot
of work to do at the back
before heading to the 2025
U20 AFCON that they
qualified for after reaching
the COSAFA U20 Cup
final.

“I think it was our
defence. We were not solid
at the back. If we check
all the games that we have
played, we conceded an
average of two goals per
game,” Mulwanda said.

“In the first one, we
conceded 3, in the second
one we conceded 1 goal
and 2 in the other one.”

In the group stages,
Zambia lost 3-1 to Angola
and beat Namibia 2-1.

It took post-match
penalties in the semifinals
for Zambia to beat
Zimbabwe 6-5 after a 2-2
draw.

“We will regroup as a
team and try to psych the
boys that this was part of
our preparations for the

U20 AFCON and we have
seen where we are lacking,”
Mulwanda said.

“When we go back,
we have to strengthen the
defence and see how we
can improve.”

Both of South Africa’s
goals came in the first half,
with the first one coming
in the 5th minute through
Shandne Campbell who
scored his third of the
tournament.

Lee Jody Ahshene
struck in the 45th minute
to take home the 2024
COSAFA U20 Cup Golden
Boot after scoring his 4
goal of the tournament.

South Africa ended the
tournament with 16 goals
without conceding any in
their five matches played
in Maputo en route to
their COSAFA U20 Cup
triumph.

“It was a tough game
for us. I think South Africa
planned well for us which
gave them the two goals
and we congratulate them,
“ said Mulwanda.




