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By Patson Chilemba and Chinoyi Chipulu

Former president Edgar Lungu says he will contest the 2026 
presidential elections regardless the ruling from the courts on 
whether he will be allowed or not allowed to contest by the 

Constitutional Court.
(To page 2)

... As Sean asks UKA forgiveness
Poverty forcing many to eat from funeral homes - Kalaba

By Chinoyi Chipulu

Citizens First (CF) leader Harry Kalaba says people 
have resorted to looking for funeral houses to fi nd a 
meal on account of the high levels of poverty, which 

he said the UPND administration has failed to address.
(To page 2)
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Nothing wrong awarding 
company linked to UPND 
officials K31m contract - 

Ministry By Mubanga Mubanga

The Ministry of 
Community 
Development and 

Social Services says if a 
company affi  liated to the 
UPND offi  cials was awarded 

a tender to supply 100,000 
phones worth K31 million, 
it means they met the 
requirements.

(To page 3)



2 • Home News Daily Revelation, Monday, November 11-12,  2024

Don’t mind courts, I’m standing - Lungu
(From front page)

And Tonse Alliance 
spokesperson Sean Tembo 
says that alliance decided to 
adopt Lungu as a candidate 
for the 2026 general elections 
because he is the candidate 
with the highest probability 
of beating incumbent 
President Hakainde 
Hichilema.

Tembo also asked 
forgiveness from the United 
Kwacha Alliance (UKA) 
if they wronged them in 
anyway, as Zambians wanted 
a united opposition.

In a recent interview with 
Daily Revelation, Lungu 
insisted that he had always 
talked of a “plan B, plan B, 
plan B”, but he would not 
begin to divulge what that 
plan B was, saying “we will 
cross the bridge when we get 
to it.”

“Even when you are sick, 
death is an option, cure is 
an option. So I am saying 
that in the unlikely event 
that the court rules that I 
am not eligible to stand 
for election there will be 
somebody who will stand 
for election,” Lungu said. “It 
might even be me. So what’s 
the problem? And we are 
not short of people. So I am 
going to stand, because the 
courts are obviously going 
to make the right decision. 
Four, five times they said 
I am eligible, today they 
should say I am not eligible? 
So in the unlikely event that 
they say I am ineligible, of 
course we will find a way. 

“You know it happened 
in Senegal, yah! Do you 
remember the case of 
(President Ousmane) Sanko? 
Yah! Sanko was locked up, 
harassed and so on when he 
was released with few weeks 
to go before elections, they 
put up a candidate and he 
won. So we will do the same. 
No worry.”

Lungu urged President 
Hakainde Hichilema to leave 
the state institutions to do 
their job.

“When you abuse the 
judicial process to a point 
where you infiltrate it 
with politics people lose 
credibility in that judicial 
system and in the end it 
collapses. So my fear is 
if this continues you will 
have nowhere to go to to 
look for justice. We will 
lose confidence in our court 
system. When we do that 
the whole country will be 
broken,” said Lungu. “So 
let them leave the judiciary, 
let them leave the law 
enforcement agencies to 
do their job, like I used to. 
And then we will restore 
confidence in the judiciary.

And Tembo says Tonse 
Alliance is looking for a 
united opposition and has 

asked for forgiveness from 
United Kwacha Alliance 
( UKA) alliance, if they 
wronged them.

Speaking in an interview 
with Daily Revelation 
yesterday, Tembo said Lungu 
was the only candidate the 
alliance could adopt.

“We don’t want to take 
any chances, so the only 
and most definite candidate 
that we could adopt is 
Lungu. The other reason is 
that he delivered a number 
of promises when he was 
president of Zambia and 
economically the country 
was doing reasonably well. 
Even when you look at the 
issue of the rule of law and 
governance. We were doing 
well compared to now,” he 
said.

Tembo also said  
president Lungu would not 
be barred from standing for 
the 2026 general elections 
because the courts would rule 
in his favor.

He said Lungu’s 
eligibility debate had been 
before the Constitutional 
Court for more than three 
times and on each occasion 
the court ruled in his favour.

“For us, we have no 
doubt that the court will 
pronounce in favor of the 
sixth republican president, 
because that is not a new 
issue which is coming before 
court. It previously came 
before the Constitutional 
Court on six other occasions 
and on all those occasions, 
the court ruled in favor 
of Lungu and this time 
around, we don’t expect 
that the  court will take a  
departure from it’s previous 
judgements,” he said.

He added that the alliance 
had decided to adopt Lungu 
because it did not want to 
take any chances.

“We know that as things 
stand, the judiciary is 
compromised but we believe 
it has not been compromised 
to the extent that it would 
go against its decision that 
it has made on six other 
occasions,” Tembo said.

Tembo said people should 
learn from the United States 
of America where electorates 
voted against Donald Trump 
in 2020 but decided to re-
elect him in 2024.

“When someone loses 
an election, it does not mean 
that is the final verdict in the 
mind of the electorates, when 
people experience worse 
leadership, they always 
miss what they had and 
that is what has happened 
in Zambia, the people miss 
Lungu ... People miss the 
progressive economic 
policies he implemented,” 
Tembo said.

“Not to say that he did 
not make any mistakes when 

he was head of state, of 
course like any other human 
being, he did make mistakes 
but we have no doubt in our 
minds that he has learnt from 
his mistakes that he might 
have made while in office.”

He said once re-elected, 

Lungu would come back 
a better and more refined 
leader with the wisdom of 
having presided over the 
affairs of the country.

Asked to respond to 
United Kwacha Alliance 
(UKA) chairperson for 

media, Saboi Imboela who 
said the Tonse Alliance 
had nothing to offer aside 
endorsing Lungu, Tembo 
said that there was no need 
for opposition parties to be 
exchanging words.

“We don’t have any 

comment for that because 
Imboela is our sister and 
we don’t see any need for 
opposition to be exchanging 
words. If there are any words 
to be exchanged, it should 
be with the ruling party 
because we only have one 
political opponent and that’s 
the United Party for National 
Development (UPND),” said 
Tembo.

“We might have differed 
in the past with our brothers 
and sisters from UKA but we 
believe that just like siblings 
occasionally fight, it’s time 
to make up and embrace one 
another so that as opposition, 
we can be more effective and 
provide checks and balances 
to the government of the day. 
And people are looking for 
a united opposition so if we 
wronged the UKA alliance, 
they should forgive us so that 
we move on and be a united 
opposition,”

Poverty forcing many to eat 
from funeral homes - Kalaba

(From front page)
And Kalaba said the 

UPND government was 
going to lose elections 
countrywide because they 
had failed to govern.

Speaking on Radio 
Christian Voice on a radio 
program dubbed Chatback, 
Kalaba said the UPND has 
achieved nothing in the 
country since being voted 
into power.

He said the only thing the 
UPND government had done 
was to polarise the country.

Kalaba said Zambians 
had never seen the poverty 
levels the country was 
currently experiencing hence 

some people had resorted to 
go to funeral houses in order 
to have meals because of the 
high cost of living.

“Zambians have never 
seen the kind of loadshedding 
the country is currently 
experiencing today. President 
Hakainde Hichilema was 
writing formulas on the 
board, now where is that 
formula to reduce the price of 
fuel? He said he was going to 
deal with middlemen, what 
is happening now because 
middlemen are still bringing 
products. He promised to 
reduce the price of fertilizer 
but it’s not true,” he said.

Kalaba said people 

were not affording to have 
daily meals in their homes 
because the government had 
prioritised foreigners at the 
expense of local Zambians.

“These people you see 
going to funerals, some don’t 
go to mourn, they just want 
to eat because they cannot 
afford. They go with their 
children carrying lunch boxes 
in order to eat because they 
are suffering. Government 
has given tax holidays to 
foreigners but are failing to 
help Zambians,” he said.

“They promised a lot of 
things, I wasn’t speaking 
for them, bakalamba balya 
(they are adults) they spoke 

for themselves. Zambians 
voted for them because they 
promised us of better living 
conditions but today they 
keep on blaming the previous 
regime .”

He said the UPND 
was living in denial on the 
challenges Zambians were 
facing on the economic front.

“The current regime 
has to come to terms that 
Zambians are suffering and 
there is need to look into 
their plight. UPND should 
implement polices that 
will respond to household 
economics,” he said. 

And  Kalaba said the 
recent by-elections the 
UPND had managed to win 
were not a true reflection of 
what was obtaining on the 
ground.

He said most of 
the elections had been 
characterised by vote buying.

“UPND is going to lose 
elections countrywide. The 
spirit governing general 
elections and by-elections are 
different. Let them celebrate 
now, they are going to cry in 
2026. In general elections, 
people evaluate leaders. 
Let them cheat themselves 
that they are popular. How 
can you be popular when 
the price of mealie meal is 
K400,” he said.

Harry Kalaba

Former President Edgar Lungu
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EDITORIAL

Is your life better today than it was in 2021?
By Daily Revelation 

Editor 

Citizens First (CF) 
leader Harry 
Kalaba says the 

UPND administration 
has done nothing since 
they assumed offi  ce in 
2021.

He points to the 
many unfulfi lled 
promises and the 
prevailing hunger 
situation in the country 
to justify his assertions.

However, while 
he’s on point with 
his assertions about 
Hakainde Hichilema 
and UPND’s failure to 
fulfi l several of their 
campaign promises 
and their tendency to 
shift blame towards 
the PF on things they 
have failed to deliver 
upon, we do not agree 
with his position that 
they have failed to 
deliver anything since 
they were ushered into 
offi  ce.

Kalaba can surely 
make his case on 
the UPND failures 
without coating the 
same with claims that 
are completely not 
true. There are surely 
certain things the 
UPND has delivered 

upon, such as the 
free education policy 
in the country and 
the huge uptick in the 
recruitment of health 
workers and teachers 
for instance, they are 
currently implementing 
the construction of the 
Lusaka-Ndola dual 
carriage way, of course 
the valid arguments 
raised against the 
cencessioning 
notwithstanding. And 
they might yet fulfi l 
many more promises if 
they set their priorities 
right during this period 
they have left before 
the 2026 general 
elections.

We feel that honesty 
should underpin the 
practice of politics 
in this country, and 
that also extends to 
the honesty with our 
politicians raise their 
criticism of those in 
power. In so doing, 
they will claim the 
moral high ground 
even with supporters 
of the ruling party to 
be taken seriously 
whenever they raise 
criticism, with the 
exception of course 
of a few hardcore that 
has mastered the art of 
dismissing any criticism 
directed towards 

Hichilema as hate.

Like we have stated 
already, aside from 
Kalaba’s claim against 
UPND failing to do 
anything, which of 
course is not true, he 
is right in raising the 
issues he argues the 
UPND has failed to 
address, such as the 
historically high mealie-
meal prices, very high 

fuel prices. And an 
argument can be made 
against Hichilema’s 
own claim with his 
mouth when as leader 
of the opposition he 
claimed that climate 
should not be used as 
an excuse for load-
shedding as all that 
was required was right 
leadership with right 
priorities.

While the UPND 
has defi nitely scored 
some achievements, 
however, the degree 

of those achievements 
pale in comparison to 
the almost heaven-
on-earth promises 
they made while in the 
opposition. The same 
promises upon which 
Hichilema and his party 
were elected into offi  ce.

In terms of 
performance, the 
UPND has defi nitely 
failed to distinguish 

itself from the PF 
administration they 
said was visionless 
and riddled with 
poor leadership. No 
reasonable Zambian 
out there can claim that 
the UPND performance 
in offi  ce has been 
better than that of the 
people they ejected 
from power. This is 
against the wisdom by 
the voters who came 
out in their droves 
on election day in 
August 2021, on the 
understanding that 

they were voting in the 
UPND and voting out 
the PF in order to see 
an improvement in their 
livelihoods. 

What we may not 
tell defi nitively is if 
the PF would have 
performed any better 
if they had been 
allowed to stay on 
in offi  ce. They could 
have performed worse 
or better or even 
maintained the UPND 
performance levels 
had they remained 
in offi  ce. Those who 
argue that they may 
have performed worse 
point to the fi rst default 
on the foreign debts 
which started under 
the administration of 
Lungu. And  while the 
Kwacha signifi cantly 
appreciated, especially 
in the last month of 
Lungu’s time in offi  ce 
from around K23 to 
K17, an argument was 
made that the same 
happened mainly 
on account of the 
politics employed by 
the PF to make that 
happen. The country’s 
debt burden was 
fi rst pronounced as 
unsustainable during 
the administration of 
Lungu, sitting at over 
$14 billion at the time. 

And there was of 
course the viciousness 
of caderism terrorising 
Zambians during that 
period.

But others still argue 
that during the PF time, 
the price of fuel was 
only K17 as opposed to 
the K32 now. The price 
of mealie-meal was 
only K130 per 25kg 
bags as opposed to the 
over K330 now, amidst 
a bumper harvest 
which the UPND is 
accused of obliterating. 
The electricity 
tariff s and electricity 
connectivity fees during 
the PF were way way 
lower than they are 
right now. And while 
the cost of living was 
bad at that time, it 
has only worsened 
now during the UPND 
administration.

Therefore, for 
Zambians to be truly 
satisfi ed of the change 
they eff ected in 2021, 
the degree of UPND’s 
performance must far 
outweigh that of the PF 
without any shadow 
of doubt. We shall 
end this opinion with 
this question. Is your 
standard of life better 
now than it was three 
years ago?

Nothing wrong awarding company linked to UPND officials 
K31m contract - Ministry 
(From front page)

Last week, Daily 
Revelation published a story 
where the ministry awarded 
a tender for the supply and 
delivery of 100,000 phones 
for Social Cash Transfer 
worth K31,320,000 to 
Modaka General Trading 
Limited, a company allegedly 
owned by individuals aligned 
with the UPND.

Speaking in an interview 
with Daily Revelation on 
Saturday, director of Social 
welfare Nelson Nyangu 
however said, he was not in 
a position to confi rm if the 
company that was awarded 
the tender was affi  liated to the 
party in power.

“To say the company we 
awarded maybe ... it belongs 
to UPND, I am not aware. 
That one in particular, you 
may have to speak with the 
procurement committee. 
The politicians if they 

have the company they 
fl oated, it means they did 
well, they satisfi ed all the 
requirements, which means 
technical specifi cations, price 
reasonableness, those are the 
criteria we use,” Nyangu said.

“They satisfi ed the 
requirements, yes, if at all it 
was awarded to a company 
affi  liated to the party in 
power. They satisfi ed the 
requirements.”

Nyangu said there was 
nothing which stopped 
politicians from participating 
in government tenders.

“No  we don’t, if the 
politicians… okay, they 
are politicians that have 
companies they want to 
participate in the tenders, 
we just tell them go, it is an 
open procurement system 
EGP. Go there, look at what 
you want to supply, follow 
the procedure, and put in 
your tender. If you meet the 

requirements you will get 
the tender, if you don’t, your 
competitor has taken it,” 
Nyangu said. 

He also said it was not 
possible for politicians to 
direct who to award the 
tender to because diff erent 
stakeholders were involved in 
the procurement committee.

Nyangu said among 
those on the committee 
included those from the Drug 
Enforcement Commission 
(DEC), Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC), among 
others.

“That is what I am saying, 
the head of procurement will 
confi rm that. Normally we 
procure using the ministerial 
procurement committee. But 
whatever happens is uploaded 
on EGP, then we put an 
evaluation committee that 
are technical people, we even 
bring those from outside. 
Including ba DEC (the Drug 

Enforcement Commission), 
the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, they are part of 
the committee,” Nyangu said.

He said there was no way 
a politician could go and give 
instructions to a committee. 

“Because a committee, 
ministerial procurement 
committee, is comprised of 
directors, as well as external 
members. So for one to bribe 
everyone there, for me l don’t 
think it is possible. How 
are they going to direct the 
tender, direct who? So they 
have to come to the ten, so 
one person goes to all the ten 
members,” he said.

Regarding what the 
phones would be used for, 
Nyangu said they were going 
to be used by pay point 
managers in  rural areas to 
give money to benefi ciaries.

A search conducted at 
PACRA revealed that Modaka 
General Trading Limited was 
incorporated in October 2021, 
after UPND took over power 
from the PF.

The company’s address 
is at plot number 204A, 
Katembo Road, Woodlands, 
Lusaka, and documents 
showed that the legal owners 
of the company are Ngombo 
Ngombo, Moses Chinyama 
and Kasola Yasa, each with 
5000 shares in the company.

Yasa is UPND Lusaka 
central constituency vice 
secretary for politics, while 
Chinyama is chief executive 
offi  cer at Modaka General 
Trading Limited.

Ngombo who is Lusaka 
central constituency 
information and publicity 
secretary was contacted over 
the same.

Asked if he was the owner 
of the company Modaka 
General Trading Limited, 
Ngombo said he was not 
aware about what he was 
being asked and had no 
company.

He, however, demanded 
to know who informed the 
media organisation about the 
award of the same tender. 

After being told that it 
was impeccable sources at 
the Ministry of Community 
Development and Ministry 
of Finance who sought 
anonymity, Ngombo said: 
“No! Those are sources but 
then, too me also I have a 
business. I am a Zambian 
citizen and those businesses 
are given to Zambians.”

However, a few minutes 
later, Daily Revelation 
received a whatsapp message 
from UPND deputy media 
director Cheelo Katambo  
who told the reporter that he 
had been told that she was 
calling one of his boys.

It however, indicated 
that bidders had the right to 
appeal against the proposed 
award in accordance with 
section 32 (a) subsection (3) 
of the Public Procurement 
(Amendment) Act No 17 of 
2023, provided the appeal 
was made within fi ve working 
days of the date of notice 
which already elapsed on 
November 5.
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Ex- magistrate sues Lusaka water for 
unilaterally removing meter, water pipes

By Esther Chisola

A former magistrate 
has taken the 
Lusaka Water and 

Sewerage Company to court 
demanding K5 million for 
breach of contract.

Chama Mutambalilo who 
has cited the water utility 
company as a respondent 
also wants a declaration 
that the defendant breached 
the water supply contract 
by sending their servants 
to remove the water meter 
from his property, uprooting 
pipes and disconnecting 
water supply unilaterally 
and without giving written 

notice.
Mutambalilo is also 

seeking an order for the 
defendant to pay damages 
for breach of the water 
supply contract made 
between the two parties.

The plaintiff further 
wants an order that 
removing the water meter 
and uprooting pipes by the 
water company unilaterally 
without notice was illegal 
and in fact defamed him.

According to a statement 
of claim filed in the Lusaka 
High Court, Mutambailo 
stated that on November 2, 
2011, he engaged Smiley 

Surgeon finds girl, 13, allegedly defiled by pastor 
father with HIV, STIsBy Esther Chisola

A surgeon at the 
University Teaching 
Hospital (UTH) has 

narrated in the Lusaka High 
Court how she examined and 
discovered that a 13-year-
old defilement victim was 
infected with HIV and later 
treated her for Sexually 
Transmitted Infections and 
fungal infection.

Dr Rokaya Ginwala 55, 
who is also a public health 
specialist, specialised in 
child sexual abuse was 
testifying in a matter in 
which a businessman Teddy 
Simwanza who is also a 
pastor at a named Church is 
facing one count of incest.

Allegations are that on 
June 27, 2022, Simwanza 
had carnal knowledge with 

a child below the age of 16, 
who is believed to be his 
biological daughter.

When the matter came 
up for continued trial, before 
magistrate Mutinta Mwenya, 
Dr Ginwala testified that on 
June 28, 2022, she received a 
12-year-old patient.

Dr Ginwala further said 
after testing the patient, 
she was found to be HIV 
positive.

She said she saw her with 
her brother as well as the 
children were taken to the 
hospital by the police. 

“We took a history lesson 
and examined the children. 
Physical and general 
examination in relation to 
sexual abuse allegations. 
We also ran some laboratory 
tests. We referred the girl 

to a pediatrics centre where 
she was found to be HIV 
positive. We also ran a swab 
test for sperms. Physical 
tests showed hymen tear and 
discharge,” Dr Ginwala said.

He also said she later 
signed a medical examination 
report.  

“My findings of 
examination were as follows; 
general examination, crying. 
No injuries on her body. Very 
red eyes. HIV positive,” said 
Dr Ginwala.

She also told the court 
that there was redness around 
the vagina suggesting an 
infection.

The surgeon said vaginal 
swab test for sperms came 
out positive and the child had 

a fungal-like discharge.
“It was the first time she 

was hearing that she was 
HIV positive. She was given 
treatment for STIs and fungal 
infection. Clinical evidence 
of child defilement as 
evidenced by spermatozoa. 
She seemed very emotionally 
attached to the father,” Dr 
Ginwala said.

In cross examination, the 
doctor was asked if she was 
in a position to do a DNA to 
ascertain whose spermatozoa 
it was.

She responded in the 
affirmative saying, “yes, 
but we could not do it. We 
did not have a DNA lab as a 
country by then.”

Employ measures to 
prevent Cholera outbreak, 

urges NAQEZ

By Chinoyi Chipulu

National Action for 
Quality Education in 
Zambia (NAQEZ) 

has urged the government to 
implement stringent health 
measures to prevent Cholera 
outbreak before the onset of 
the rains.

NAQEZ director Aaron 
Chansa said the outbreak of 
cholera affects the school 
calendar in the country 
thereby, compromising 
quality education.

Dr Chansa told Daily 
Revelation that government 
should start preparing for 
waterborne diseases now 
so that it does not affect the 
school calendar next year.

“We remember how last 
year’s Cholera outbreak 
disrupted the nation to the 
extent that schools were 
forced to close for parts of 
term one,” he said. 

He said this disruption 
to the education sector was 
avoidable and should not 
happen again.

“At 60, Zambia should 
distance itself from 
preventable diseases like 
Cholera. Rather than waiting 
for a reaction to the potential 
outbreak, government 
departments must proactively 
engage with citizens to 
ensure that compounds, 
markets, bus stations, schools 
and all public spaces are kept 
clean,” he said. 

Dr Chansa said 
local authorities and the 
Ministry of Health should 
initiate health promotional 
programmes against Cholera 
early.

“Preventing Cholera at 
this stage will be far more 
economical than employing 
fire-fighting tactics early next 
year,” said Dr Chansa.

NAQEZ director Aaron Chansa

In picture: Former president Edgar Lungu with retired Catholic Archbishop Telesphore 
Mpundu, lawmaker Brian Mundubile, Raphael Nakachinda and lawyer Makebi Zulu in 

Lusaka recently. Picture by Daily Revelation 

Drilling Limited to drill a 
borehole and the defendant’s 
servants convinced him that 
water from the borehole 
was unsafe for drinking 
and cooking purposes 
because Lusaka as a city 
was built on a rock and 
some waste ended up in 
people’s boreholes and thus 
paid for water supplying 
contact agreement with the 
defendant.

“The defendant gave 
a quotation No 121713 
for K5,000 which they 
called capital contribution 
for the defendant in order 
to connect the plaintiff’s 

property so that he could 
have access to clean chlorine 
drinking water coming from 
the Kafue river,” he stated.

“The plaintiff made the 
payments in instalments 
and on November 12, 2012 
the plaintiff completed the 
payment of K5,000 capital 
contribution and water 
supply was connected to the 
plaintiffs Kamwala South 
property no 26317/917.”

He submitted that he 
mainly used the borehole 
water for watering his 
surrounding garden, trees, 
flowers, lawns and the 
defendants supplied water 
for drinking and cooking.

“The plaintiff maintained 
his account with the 
defendant well and he 
never owed the defendant 
any money and in fact the 
defendant owed him money 
in over paid bills at the time 
of defendants’ ill action,” he 
stated.

He stated that he was 
shocked on December 29, 
2022 around 10:40 hours 
when one of his tenants 
called him that servants 
of the defendant were at 
Kamwala South property to 
disconnect water supply.

“That the plaintiff was 
in fact owed money by the 
defendant as his account 
05043371 was showing - 
k12.07 as at November 30, 
2022. The plaintiff tried to 
reason with the defendants 
servants who shouted and 
used disrespectful language 
in full view of community, 
neighbours, onlookers and 
the defendant’s servants 
stated that they were going 
to even uproot the pipe 

supplying water outside the 
plaintiff’s property and they 
in fact uprooted the pipes,” 
he stated.

“The actions of the 
defendant caused reputation 
damage to the plaintiff who 
is an advocate, a former 
Resident Magistrate, a 
post graduate student with 
University of Zambia, a 
PHD constitutional law 
student and landlord in 
the eyes of his tenants 
and onlookers from his 
community.’

The plaintiff submitted 
that he wrote a demand 
letter through his lawyers 
for reconnecting of water 
supply and compensation 
but the defendant refused or 
rejected to re-connect and 
restore water supply.

“The defendant instead 
sent a draft contract which 
had oppressive terms such 

as installation of water meter 
on the plaintiffs’ borehole, 
billing of the borehole and 
setting a minimum water 
consumption which never 
existed when the plaintiff 
first entered the supply 
agreement in the year 
2012,” said Mutambalilo. 
“The plaintiff maintains 
that he was never given 
any notification of the 
defendants ill intended 
actions as all notifications 
were sent on his mobile 
phone. Neither stated 
anywhere that he will ever 
get his capital contribution 
paid in the year 2012 
amounting to K5,000 after 
the defendant unilaterally 
took away the water 
meter and dug out pipes 
connecting the plaintiffs’ 
property to the water 
supply.”
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Fuel shortages hampering manufacturing 
- ZAM

By Jane Chanda 

Zambia Association 
of Manufacturers 
(ZAM) president 

Ashu Sagar says the 
limited availability of 
fuel in bulk quantities is 
significantly hampering 
the manufacturing sector’s 
ability to sustain operations, 
despite the Energy 
Regulation Board’s (ERB) 
efforts to stabilisee fuel 
supply.

Daily Revelation sent a 
query to ZAM in which the 
newspaper sought to know 
some challenges faced by 
Zambia’s manufacturing 
sector regarding fuel supply, 
particularly in light of 
persistent load-shedding and 
power supply interruptions.

The newspaper also 
wanted to find from ZAM 
how the Energy Regulation 
Board (ERB) could address 
the limited availability 
of fuel in bulk quantities 
for industrial users, and 

what mechanisms could 
be implemented to support 
uninterrupted operations.

It also wanted to find 
out policy changes or 
collaborative efforts to be 
undertaken by ZAM, ERB, 
and other stakeholders 
to ensure a reliable and 
efficient fuel supply system 
for Zambia’s manufacturing 
sector, driving economic 

growth and resilience.
In response to the 

query above, Sagar 
acknowledged the ERB’s 
measures to address 
current market challenges, 
including managing price 
fluctuations and securing 
fuel availability, which 
reflected an understanding of 
the strategic importance of a 
reliable energy supply.

Sagar stated that 
manufacturers across 
Zambia were increasingly 
reliant on diesel-powered 
generators due to persistent 
load-shedding and power 
supply interruptions, yet the 
current fuel supply system 
restricted access to only 
retail quantities.

He stated that this 
restriction imposed 

Zambia Association of Manufacturers (ZAM) president Ashu Sagar

Principal private secretary to President Hakainde Hichilema, Bradford Machila, with USA 
deputy head of mission Linnisa Wahid in Lusaka recently 

Zambia-China trade has exceeded $2 billion - 
Chipoka

By Jane Chanda 

Minister of 
Commerce, Trade 
and Industry 

Chipoka Mulenga says 
Zambia’s partnership with 
China has reached significant 
heights, with trade exceeding 
$2 billion.

And Chipoka says 
investments have surpassed 
$3 billion across over 
500 Chinese enterprises, 
providing employment to 
50,000 Zambians. 

Speaking at the 7th China 
International Import Expo 
(CIIE) in Shanghai yesterday, 
the minister said this growth 
showed the importance of 
international cooperation 
in driving economic 
development. 

He said the success of 
China’s Duty-Free- Quota-
Free scheme, had enabled 

Zambia to diversify its 
exports beyond copper to 
products like soya beans, 
stevia and honey.

Mulenga talked about 
the importance of Chinese 
investment in Zambia’s 
energy sector, focusing on 
a balanced approach that 
included solar, wind, thermal 
and hydro projects. 

He also advocated for 
collaboration in Zambia’s 
mining sector to promote 
value addition and 
industrialisation.

According to the minister, 
Zambia’s energy sector was 
poised for growth, with 
the government already 
implementing initiatives to 
increase energy efficiency. 

He said his call for 
investment in renewable 
energy sources aligned with 
Zambia’s goal to diversify its 
energy mix.

The minister said his 
discussions with Tang 
Wenhong, acting Minister 
of Commerce for China, 

yielded positive responses, 
with China affirming its 
willingness to collaborate 
with Zambia, notably in the 
emerging Electric Vehicle 
subsector. 

He said this cooperation 
was expected to boost 
Zambia’s economic growth 
and create new opportunities 
for Zambian entrepreneurs.

The minister further said 
the CIIE provided a platform 
for Zambian businesses to 
showcase their products, with 
over 3,500 companies from 
129 countries and regions 
participating. 

Mulenga said he toured 
the Zambian Pavilion with 
China’s Assistant Minister of 
Commerce Tang Wenhong, 
engaging with entrepreneurs 
and representatives from the 
Zambia Development Agency 
(ZDA) and embassy staff.

“We are committed to 
creating a conducive business 
environment and introducing 
sound policies to protect 
the rights and interests of 
investors, including Chinese 
investments,” he said.

Mulenga further reiterated 
Zambia’s appreciation for 
China’s support.

“We sincerely hope that 
the Zambian and Chinese 
business communities will 
make full use of the forum 
as an excellent platform 
to promote business 
cooperation, benefiting the 
people of both countries,” 
said Mulenga.

Minister of commerce trade and industry Chipoka 
Mulenga, at the 7th China International Import Expo 

(CIIE) in Shanghai, China

operational delays and 
increased costs on industrial 
users who required 
substantial volumes of fuel 
to power their operations, 
making it inefficient for 
them to access fuel only 
through retail channels.

Sagar stated that the 
manufacturing sector was a 
vital contributor to Zambia’s 
economic growth, creating 
jobs, fostering local content, 
and strengthening the 
industrial base, underscoring 
the need for urgent action.

“The manufacturing 
sector urgently needs 
access to fuel in wholesale 
quantities or dedicated bulk 

supply points for industrial 
use to secure uninterrupted 
operations and support 
productivity and economic 
resilience,” Sagar stated.

He also called on 
the ERB to facilitate 
mechanisms addressing this 
critical challenge.

“We look forward to 
ongoing dialogue with the 
ERB to secure the necessary 
support for Zambia’s 
manufacturing community, 
ensuring local manufacturers 
continue to play a vital 
role in driving Zambia’s 
economic growth,” added 
Sagar.
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DR Congo opposition, civil society dig in 
as Tshisekedi plots constitution change

Tshisekedi has called the current constitution outdated and ripe for reform. The law limits presidential mandates to two

Congolese political 
and civil society 
leaders Saturday 

announced an alliance to 
rally against constitutional 
changes they are meant 
to ensure President Felix 
Tshisekedi keeps power 
indefinitely.

Named ‘National 
Awakening’, the coalition 
will hold its first meeting 
in mid-December to 
pay tribute to the 2005 
referendum which 
gave birth to the 2006 
constitution.

They called attempts 
by Tshisekedi’s ruling 
coalition to change the 
constitution ‘high treason’.

Opposition leaders 
Martin Fayulu and Moïse 
Katumbi are also leading 

separate initiatives against 
the constitutional review 
project.

Tshisekedi has called 
the current text outdated 
and ripe for reform. The 
law limits presidential 
mandates to two

Members of 
Tshisekedi’s party say that 
the current constitution 
was written from a 
position of weakness 
because the country was 
embroiled in a war.

They say that reforms 
are needed to protect the 
country’s sovereignty amid 
changing political and 
military dyanamics in the 
region.

AFRICANEWS

Trump Jr. trolls Zelensky
The eldest son of  the US president-elect has 
suggested in a post on social media that the 

Ukrainian leader could soon lose his “allowance”

Donald Trump Jr., 
the eldest son of 
the US president-

elect, has suggested that 
Ukrainian leader Vladimir 
Zelensky could soon lose 
access to American aid. 
While on the campaign trail, 
the Republican candidate 
repeatedly described 
Zelensky as the “greatest 
salesman in history” for his 
ability to milk President Joe 
Biden’s administration of 
tens of billions of dollars.

Since the escalation 
of the Ukraine conflict in 
February 2022, Washington 
has emerged as Kiev’s 
biggest donor, with the US 
Congress earmarking more 
than $174 billion in military 
and other aid. Moscow has 
denounced this assistance, 

insisting that it only serves 
to unnecessarily prolong 
the bloodshed and is unable 
to change the course of the 
conflict.

Taking to Instagram on 
Saturday, Trump Jr. posted 
a short video that features a 
photo of Zelensky standing 
beside the president-elect, 
with the camera gradually 
zooming in on the Ukrainian 
leader. The picture then turns 
black and white with dollar 
banknotes raining down 
upon the official. The caption 
reads: “POV: You’re 38 Days 
from losing your allowance.”

In recent months, Trump 
has repeatedly vowed to 
end the Ukraine conflict 
within “24 hours,” without 
divulging the specifics of 
his plan. Speaking to the US 

media, he said he intended 
to tell Zelensky “No more. 
You got to make a deal.” The 
president-elect implied that 
he would leverage further aid 
to Ukraine in a bid to coerce 
Russia into negotiating.

He has also criticized 
the Biden administration’s 
generosity toward Kiev on 
multiple occasions.

Zelensky ‘afraid war will 
end’ – EU state’s PMREAD 
MORE: Zelensky ‘afraid war 
will end’ – EU state’s PM

The Wall Street 
Journal, citing anonymous 
sources, reported on 
Wednesday that Trump’s 
team was considering 
several roadmaps, which 
allegedly envisage Ukraine 
relinquishing its NATO 
membership aspirations 

“for at least 20 years” and 
freezing hostilities along 
the current front line. 
Washington, however, would 
provide Kiev with more 
weaponry to keep Moscow 
at bay, the media outlet 
claimed.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has said 
he strongly favors a 
comprehensive solution 
over a simple freezing of the 
conflict, noting, however, 
that Moscow is ready to 
negotiate in principle. 
Zelensky has publicly ruled 
out making any territorial 
concessions to Russia.

On Friday, Bloomberg 
claimed that European Union 
leaders had been discussing 
“whether the bloc will be 
ready to foot the bill for the 
war,” amid concerns that 
“Trump will seek to shift the 
financial burden on Europe.”

Earlier this week, the 
Financial Times, citing 
unnamed Ukrainian defense 
officials, reported that fear 
was growing in Ukraine that 
the US president-elect would 
suspend military aid to the 
country. RT

Massive sex tape leak could be a ploy for power in central Africa
What the rest of 

the world sees 
as a sex tape 

scandal could in fact be the 
latest episode in the real-life 
drama over who will become 
Equatorial Guinea’s next 
president.

Over the past fortnight, 
dozens of videos - estimates 
range from 150 to more 
than 400 - have been leaked 
of a senior civil servant 

having sex in his office and 
elsewhere with different 
women.

They have flooded 
social media, shocking and 
titillating people in the small 
central African country and 
beyond.

Many of the women 
filmed were wives and 
relatives of people close to 
the centre of power.

It appears some were 
aware they were being filmed 
having sex with Baltasar 
Ebang Mr Engonga, who 
is also known as “Bello” 
because of his good looks.

All this is hard to verify 
as Equatorial Guinea is a 
highly restricted society 
where a free press does not 
exist.

But one theory is that the 
leaks were a way to discredit 
the man at the centre of the 
storm.

Mr Engonga is a nephew 
of President Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema and one of those 
thought to be hoping to 
replace him.

Obiang is the world’s 
longest-serving president 
having been in power since 
1979.

The 82-year-old has 
overseen an economic boom 
that has turned to bust as a 
result of the now-dwindling 
oil reserves.

There is a small, 
extremely wealthy elite, 
but many of the 1.7 million 
people in the country live in 
poverty.

Obiang’s administration 
is heavily criticised for 
its human rights record, 

including arbitrary killings 
and torture, according to a 
US government report.

It has also had its fair 
share of scandals - including 
the revelations about the 
lavish lifestyle of one of the 
president’s sons, now vice-
president, who once owned a 
$275,000 (£210,000) crystal-
encrusted glove worn by 
Michael Jackson.

Despite regular elections, 
there is no real opposition 
in Equatorial Guinea as 
activists have been jailed 
and exiled and those with 
designs on office are closely 
monitored. 

Politics in the country is 
really about palace intrigue 
and this is where the scandal 
involving Mr Engonga fits in.

He was the head of 
the National Financial 
Investigation Agency, and 
worked on tackling crimes 
such as money laundering.

But it turned out 
he himself was under 
investigation.

He was arrested on 
25 October accused of 
embezzling a huge sum 
of money from state 
coffers and depositing it 
in secret accounts in the 
Cayman Islands. He has 
not commented on the 
accusation. 

Mr Engonga was then 
taken to the infamous 
Black Beach prison in the 
capital, Malabo, where it is 
alleged that opponents of the 
government are subjected to 
brutal treatment.

BBC
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Orlando Pride cruises past Chicago 
Red Stars to reach NWSL semisBarbra Banda scored 

two goals and the 
Orlando Pride opened 

the National Women’s Soccer 
League playoffs on Friday 
night with a 4-1 victory over 
the Chicago Red Stars.

Haley McCutcheon and 
Marta also scored for the 
Pride, who won a playoff 
game for the first time in 
franchise history. They will 
face the winner of Saturday’s 
game between the Kansas 
City Current and the North 
Carolina Courage in the 
semifinals.

“I’m looking forward 
to the next game, and more 
goals in the next game,” 
Banda said.

After missing the 
playoffs for the past five 
seasons, the Pride finished 
atop the standings and won 
the NWSL Shield for the 
best regular season record. 

Orlando (18-2-6) had a 
league-record 60 points and 
Banda had a team-high 13 
goals.

The Red Stars (10-14-
2) finished in eighth in the 
standings to secure the final 
playoff spot. They ended the 
regular season on a three-
game skid.

McCutcheon scored on 
a header in the 26th minute, 
her first goal of the season.

Banda outraced a pair 
of defenders and placed her 
shot just left of Chicago 
goalkeeper Alyssa Naeher 
to put the Pride up 2-0 in 
the 39th. The goal came just 
moments after Orlando’s 
Summer Yates was subbed 

out with an injury and 
replaced by Adriana.

Banda displayed her 
speed again on her second 
goal in first-half stoppage 
time. Former NBA star 
Grant Hill, who is part of 
the Pride’s ownership group, 
cheered the goal from the 
stands.

Marta converted a penalty 
in the 56th minute to make 
it 4-0.

Jameese Joseph scored 
about three minutes later for 
the Red Stars.

The Pride’s only other 
playoff appearance was a 4-1 
loss to the Portland Thorns 
in 2017.

ESPN
Barbra Banda’s two first half goals led the Orlando Pride to a 4-1 win over the Chicago Red 

Stars in the NWSL quarterfinals.

Coco Gauff has now won a WTA title at every level

Coco Gauff 
showed supreme 
determination to 

come back from a set and a 
break down against Zheng 
Qinwen to win the season-
ending WTA Finals.

In an enthralling 
encounter that lasted 
just over three hours, the 
American beat the Olympic 
champion 3-6 6-4 7-6 (7-2) 
in Saudi Arabia.

At 20 years old, she 
is the youngest player to 
win the tournament since 
Maria Sharapova exactly 
two decades ago, and the 
youngest American since 
Serena Williams in 2001.

“This means a lot 
to me,” said third seed 
Gauff, who wins a total 
prize of $4.8m (£3.7m) - a 
record amount in women’s 
professional tennis.

“This is the first 
professional women’s 
tennis event here in Saudi 
Arabia and I’ll forever be 
etched in history in that 
standard.”

Speaking earlier to Sky 
Sports, she said: “That was 
a great match. I was just 
trying my best to hang in 
there and I never gave up.”

In progressing to 
Saturday’s showpiece in 
Riyadh, Gauff had become 
the youngest player to reach 
the championship match 
at the WTA Finals since 
Caroline Wozniacki in 
2010.

She had seen off both 
the world number one and 
two in Aryna Sabalenka and 
Iga Swiatek en route to the 
final, and piled the pressure 
on her opponent in the early 
stages against Zheng.

In what was only their 
second meeting - Gauff 
having won their first in 
straight sets in Rome earlier 
this year - Zheng, 22, was 
forced to save four break 
points, including three in a 
captivating fifth game.

But it was the Chinese 
seventh seed who got 
the decisive break in the 
opener, a double fault from 
Gauff after a hat-trick of 
unforced errors giving 
Zheng the advantage from 
which she sealed the set as 
Gauff slammed a backhand 
into the net.

Zheng’s serve is one of 
her greatest weapons, but 
she struggled to show it off 
against Gauff, with her first 

of only four aces coming at 
the start of the second set 
after she had broken Gauff 
again.

With renewed 
determination, the 
American restored parity 
in an outstanding return 
game, after which the pair 
again traded breaks. But the 
unperturbed Gauff broke 
Zheng’s serve for the third 
successive game to take the 
match to a decider.

At the start of the third 
set, Gauff saved three break 
points before conceding as 
Zheng took back control on 
her serve - yet it was only 
temporary.

Gauff soon broke back, 
her fine play at the net 
rewarded as Zheng sent 
a forehand long, before 
securing another love hold.

Zheng then won three 
successive games, dropping 
just four points along the 
way, and looked to be 
sauntering towards the 
win. But a game of errors 
when serving for the match 
brought Gauff back into 
contention.

BBC

Sauber announce Gabriel Bortoleto 
for 2025 F1 season

Gabriel Bortoleto of Brazil joined the McLaren driver programme in 2023, and is part of 
Fernando Alonso’s driver management company.

Sauber have confirmed 
Brazil’s Gabriel 
Bortoleto will drive 

in 2025 alongside Nico 
Hulkenberg as the team 
prepares to transition to 
Audi for 2026.

The team announced on 
Wednesday Valtteri Bottas 
and Zhou Guanyu will leave 
at the end of the season.

Sao Paulo’s Bortoleto 
joins from Formula 2 and 
leads the championship 
with two rounds remaining. 
The 20-year-old joined 
McLaren’s driver 
programme in 2023.

The team said in a 
statement: “We are currently 
witnessing a generational 
shift in Formula 1, with 
young drivers immediately 
making an impact. By 
signing Gabriel Bortoleto, 
we have secured one of 
these top talents.

“His signing underscores 
Audi’s long-term strategy 
and commitment to Formula 
1.”

Bortoleto said: “Joining 
a team that combines the 

rich motorsport history of 
Sauber and Audi is a true 
honour. Beyond simply 
being a member, I aim to 
grow with this ambitious 
project and reach the 
pinnacle of motorsport.”

The Brazilian later 
spoke to reporters from 
Sauber’s factory and joked 
about his relationship 
with Fernando Alonso 
who founded the A14 
management company he is 
a part of.

“We always joke about 
it, to be honest, because 
before I was born he started 
racing in Formula One,” 
the reigning F3 champion 
and F2 leader told 
reporters. “And now I’m 
getting there, I’m going to 
drive with him hopefully.

“He has been helping 
me obviously a lot in my 
journey teaching me a lot 
of stuff and supporting me 
... and yeah, I think it will 
be very fun and I will have 

a good time with him.”
Sauber boss Mattia 

Binotto was at Ferrari when 
Alonso raced for the Italian 
team between 2010-14 
but said the Spaniard had 
stayed in the background 
when it came to talks about 
Bortoleto’s future.

“We met in the paddock 
but he never influenced, he 
never tried really to come 
with me with convincing 
arguments,” said the 
Italian. “I think what 
convinced me was Gabriel 
and nothing else. With 
Fernando I had once a chat 
but really very, very little.”

Bottas leaves the 
team after three seasons. 
Last week he raised the 
possibility of returning 
to his former world 
championship team 
Mercedes as a reserve 
driver, where he won 10 
races.

ESPN
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CAF BOOSTS PRIZE CAF BOOSTS PRIZE 
MONEY FOR 2024 MONEY FOR 2024 
WOMEN’S CHAMPIONSWOMEN’S CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE BY OVER 50%LEAGUE BY OVER 50%

Nigeria’s Ulumma Jerome (16) fi ghts for the ball against North Korea’s Kim Yong Ae during

The Confederation 
of African Football 
(CAF) has 

announced a substantial 
increase in the prize pool 
for the 2024 Women’s 
Champions League, with 
the winner now set to 
receive $600,000—a 52% 
boost from previous years.

The tournament, which 
begins on November 9 
in Morocco, promises 

fi nancial support for every 
participating club, as each 
team is guaranteed at least 
$150,000, CAF confi rmed 
in a statement on Thursday.

The increased prize 
money is part of CAF’s 
broader commitment to 
grow women’s football 
across Africa, with 
ambitions to invest further 
in youth academies and 
enhance the appeal of CAF 

competitions globally.
This year’s prize 

structure off ers substantial 
rewards for all top 
placements:

- Winner: $600,000
- Runner-up: $400,000
- 3rd Place: $350,000
- 4th Place: $300,000
- 3rd in Group: 

$200,000 each
- 4th in Group: 

$150,000 each

Launched in 2021 under 
CAF President Dr. Patrice 
Motsepe, the Women’s 
Champions League has 
quickly become a highlight 
of African women’s 
football. This year’s 
increased investment is 
expected to strengthen the 
tournament’s appeal and 
inspire greater participation 
across the continent.

AFRICANEWS

Kennedy Musonda Regrets Yanga 
SC Consecutive League Defeats

Musonda has noted the need for unity within the squad to 
bounce back to winning ways after the international break.

Chipolopolo boys 
Tanzanian based 
striker Kennedy 

Musonda has sent a word 
to Young African (Yanga) 
Sports Club supporters 
following a back-to-back 
defeat in the NBC Premier 

League.
The defending 

champions have lost two 
home league matches 
to Azam and Tabora 
United—1-0 and 1-3, 
respectively.

BOLANEWS


