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KACHASU ALMOSTKACHASU ALMOST 
SPOILED ME – GEN SPOILED ME – GEN 

SOLOCHISOLOCHI
… as he advises 
youths to stay away 
from beer drinking 

By Agness Changala

Zambia National 
Service (ZNS) 
Commander 

Lieutenant General Maliti 
Solochi has revealed how 
consumption of drugs and 
kachasu at a tender age 
almost spoiled him.

(To page 2)

By Chinoyi Chipulu 

UPND deputy secretary general Gertrude Imenda 
says the Electoral Commission of Zambia (ECZ) 
is independent and the credibility of any election it 

conducts should not be questioned.
(To page 4)

Zambia National Service Commander Lieutenant General Maliti Solochi at the Service head 
quarters in Lusaka last Wednesday 

Don’t question ECZ’s 
credibility, they are 

independent - Imenda

I’m a disappointed volunteer 
campaigner of HH – Cifire

(To page 2)



they completed and had 
qualification, would have 
an opportunity to get 
jobs in the Zambia Army, 
Zambia Air Force, ZNS, 
Zambia Police and Office 
of the President (OP), 
among other government 
institutions.

He said this voluntary 
programme was not 
limited to those who were 
educated, but everyone 
from grade seven and those 
who did not know how to 
write.

“They are taught how 
to write and how to do a 
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(From front page)
And Gen Solochi has 

told youths that change can 
only be done by themselves 
because every individual 
was a chairman of their 
body.

Speaking to Daily 
Revelation in an interview 
on Tuesday, Gen Solochi 
said he grew up in 
Chililabombwe district on 
the Copperbelt at a place 
called PP Zambia where 
children engaged in drugs 
at an early stage and very 
few people had come from 
there as normal human 
beings.

“Anyone who has come 
from PP Zambia they 
cannot cheat you that they 
have never tested the hard 
stuff at a young age,” he 
said. “Because that place is 
a place I can call as Sobibor 
where only those whose 
parents get strong survive.”

He said having grown 
up there, he tested alcohol 
at a tender age but he 
was one of the people 
who survived PP Zambia, 
adding that from his 
experience, drugs did 
not pay as he almost got 
spoiled.

“And I can say I am 
one of those who have 
(has) survived PP Zambia 
of Chililabombwe and I 
can tell the youths that 
drugs do not pay because 
I almost got spoiled. I was 
doing boxing there, just to 
make yourself very strong. 
But you can imagine, 
today I have even become 
Zambia National Service 
Commander and I don’t 
smoke, I don’t drink. I 
reformed because I know 
that this is not the best life 
one can be,” he said.

Gen Solochi explained 
that as early as 11 years, 
he stopped all the vices 
because his parents 
prevailed. He said in a 
place he lived, children as 
early as eight years, already 
knew local brewed beer 
called kachasu.

“But my message to 
the youth is that if you 
have a strong will, you can 
change yourself, you can 
be somebody in life that 
society can rely upon,” he 
advised. “No one is useless 
and we are all still being 
blessed by God. Wait for 
the blessings of the Lord 
and not settle for less than 
what God has given them 
or what God can give 
them.” 

And Gen Solochi 
advised youths that quick 
fixes did not pay. He 
said nowadays, people 
erroneously thought that 
if they betted, they would 
make money.

“When you are betting, 

Kachasu almost spoiled me – Gen Solochi
you don’t need to work 
very hard. … You just 
look at televisions now. 
When you are watching 
TV, whichever TV station 
you are watching, there is 
betting. Bet this bet that. So 
what language are people 
sending? They are sending 
a betting society,” Gen 
Solochi said. “Now when 
they (youth) go to National 
Service, we want to remove 
that from them that after all 
betting does not … what 
the Bible says, ‘The Bible 
in Genesis Chapter 3 verse 
19  says from the sweat of 
thy brow, you shall eat till 
you return to the soil for 
dust at thou’ so you have to 
sweat for something. Not 
when you are betting, you 
are not sweating. You are 
just seated.”

Gen Solochi added 
that before young people 
embarked on taking drugs 
and engaging in other vices, 
they should know that 
doing so was taking a toll 
on their stability, health and 
humanity.

“It is very imperative 
that youths know that 
eventually things do not 
get solved by getting 
intoxicated but things 

get solved by doing 
something,” he said.

And explaining the 
newly announced ZNS 
voluntary youth military 
training, Gen Solochi said 
the initiative would not 
only help the participants in 
terms of their own lifestyles 
but would also help to 
change their mind sets.

Gen Solochi said the 
training would inculcate 
values in participants as 
they become devoted to 
their country and refrain 
from engaging in vices. He 
said the youths would not 
think of leaving the country 
or causing brain drain or 
think of their country as the 
worst, instead they would 
look at their country with 
all their heart and mind 
because as they would want 
to put in their best for the 
nation.

He said President 
Hichilema had realised 
that a number of youths 
were engaging in illegal 
activities and this 
programme would help 
them to refrain from such.

Gen Solochi explained 
that those who would 
undergo voluntary 
military training, once 

signature, how to write 
their name,” Gen Solochi 
said.  

He said those who 
earned degrees in trades 
like engineering would get 
jobs with institutions like 
Zesco. He said President 
Hichilema passed through 
such a ZNS training and 
because of the value he 
got from there, he wanted 
youths to benefit from the 
same.

Gen Solochi said most 
people who went to ZNS, 
although quite advanced 
in age, were good citizens. 
He said the pilot project 
was at an advanced stage 
and before the end of this 
year or at the beginning of 
next year, the project would 
move starting in Kasama, 
Kitwe and Chiwoko in 
Katete district.

He said ZNS had such 
values and Zambia being 
a Christian nation, the 
participants would also 
learn good morals and learn 
skills. 

He said even parents 
who wanted their children 
sponsored to undergo the 
programme were welcome 
as it would help them to 
rehabilitate them.

Zambia National Service (ZNS) Commander Lieutenant 
General Maliti Solochi

I’m a disappointed volunteer campaigner of HH – Cifire
… I hoped he would make a difference

By Chinoyi Chipulu 

I’m a very disappointed 
volunteer who hoped 
President Hakainde 

Hichilema was going to 
make a difference in Zambia, 
says former Health minister 
Angela Cifire.

Cifire was commenting 
on remarks by United States 
of America Ambassador 
to Zambia Micheal 
Gonzales that corruption in 
Zambia’s mining sector was 
undermining the country’s 

growth.
Gonzales said he had 

heard credible stories 
about license holders who 
were having their licenses 
snatched away from them 
by other entities without 
informing them, just a day 
after Cifire announced that 
her valid mining licences 
were taken away from her 
without notification

In an interview with 
Daily Revelation yesterday, 
Cifire said it was now easy 

for foreign investors to come 
to Zambia and have their way 
as long as they could bribe 
local officials.

“I was very convinced 
that we are going to see 
a change coming in with 
President HH. You know 
I campaigned and was 
convinced that UPND was 
going to bring a change. I 
wanted to see that path, but 
right now, I sit as a very 
disappointed volunteer who 
went with everything, I had 

in me convinced that UPND 
was going to make the 
difference that the Zambians 
wanted,” she said.

Cifire urged the 
government to address the 
rot happening in the mining 
sector.

“We are not condoning 
corruption. The so-called 
investors coming in and they 
believe it’s not difficult to 
get what you want as long as 
you exchange ka something 
with the officers. It is painful 
that this day and age we 
cannot support Zambians, 
then I don’t know what 
we are doing. Because we 
understand that there are no 
jobs out there, if I’m able to 
create jobs, I don’t see why 
I should not be given the 
support to do that,” she said.

Cifire said the country 
was losing the fight against 
corruption.

“I have been a lawmaker, 
I know the challenges the 
people are facing, and 
now I decide to be part of 
the people creating jobs, 
but it’s very sad I cannot 
get the support from my 
government,” she said.

Cifire said it was sad that 
the government was failing 
to support Zambians but was 
condoning corruption.

“I think for a long time 
now, we have been taken 

advantage of by the so-
called investors. Most of 
them come here and they are 
the people actually inciting 
corruption. They get into 
offices and they are enticing 
our people to do the most 
unthinkable things. Because 
you see, if I had a license 
today, and forces, I don’t 
know if really, it’s forcing, 
because it takes two to tangle 
anyway, they dangle a carrot 
where they are going to be 
given a license above mine,” 
she said.

Cifire said investors were 
now taking advantage of 
the Zambian people in their 
country.

She said foreign investors 
were not coming to create 
jobs but had come to make 
money.

“I was touched and 
surprised that what I 
talked about is what the 
Ambassador talked about. 
It’s like he had read my mind 
over this thing. But I think 
government should stop the 
rot happening in the mining 
sector, as Zambians we need 
the support,” said Cifire. 
“With just a briefcase, they 
come here to make money 
out of Zambians. Let’s not be 
cheated that they are coming 
here to create jobs, they are 
not doing anything.”

Former Health minister Angela Cifire
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EDITORIAL

You won’t get away with corruption 
just because you are a politician - DPP

By Esther Chisola 

Director of Public 
Prosecution (DPP) 
Gilbert Phiri says 

the state has no apology to 
make where the fi ght against 
corruption is concerned.

And Phiri wondered 
how serving leaders could 
be prosecuted for corruption 
when no one has reported 
them for wrongdoing.

Speaking at the 
Transparency International 
Zambia (TIZ) 2024 Anti-
Corruption Conference 
in Kitwe, Phiri said the 
fi ght against corruption 
had nothing to do with 
politics but with those found 
wanting.

“We have no apologies to 
make for fi ghting corruption. 
And the fi ght against 
corruption is not political 
as you are made to believe. 
We are ruthlessly fi ghting 
corruption for the very 
reason that we want a bright 
future for our children. One 

thing you must understand 
is that corruption is not a 
victimless crime. There are 
victims of corruption,” he 
said.

Phiri said even those 
holding public offi  ces if they 
abused their positions, the 
law would catch up with 
them.

“A public offi  cer stealing 
money, abusing his offi  ce, is 
killing the Zambian people. 
When faced with a case of 
corruption, it doesn’t matter 
who is involved.  From the 
standpoint of the National 
Prosecution Authority, 
even at the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, it will look 
political because you hold 
a political offi  ce but usually 
that’s none of my business,” 
he said

“If you dip your fi ngers 
in the national cookie jar, 
you don’t get away with it 
simply because you are a 
politician. It won’t happen. 
We need to agree as a nation, 

do we really mean to fi ght 
corruption? If the answer is 
yes, then it means we have 
to be ruthless. No sacred 

cows.”
Commenting on 

assertions of selective 
prosecution, Phiri wondered 

how one could be prosecuted 
if no one had reported them 
for any corruption activities.

“You say some people 
have not been prosecuted. 
Have you reported? The 
Anti-Corruption Commission 
now has even unknown 
whistle blowing. You can 
anonymously report. So, 
what stops people from 
reporting? We can’t simply 
say the minister looks fat or 
the DC looks fat since he 
was appointed. That’s not 
how we take cases to court,” 
he said.

“We must all agree that 
corruption is evil, dirty and 
unacceptable. Once we agree 
that it’s an evil activity, this 
is why we are not merciful to 
people that we think cannot 
justify what they own.”

He further explained 
why the state has moved the 
courts to forfeit properties 
suspected to be proceeds of 
crime.

Phiri added that the 

acceleration in the asset 
forfeiture endeavours was 
not because the state had 
the poverty mentality, but 
because people could justify 
what they had or what they 
had was associated with 
crime and the only resort for 
them was to move the court 
to forfeit those properties.

“I think that for us is 
key,” he said.

Phiri said the fi ght 
against corruption was not 
an overnight activity but 
something that would take a 
longtime.

“Depriving the criminal 
or the suspected criminal of 
proceeds of crime, and then 
you put them in their place. 
Restore the property to the 
rightful owner who are the 
Zambian people. We must all 
be convinced that corruption 
is bad and we must go for 
it. There must be national 
consensus and also, it will 
take a long time. It’s not an 
overnight thing,” said Phiri.

Director of Public Prosecution (DPP) Gilbert Phiri

Kwacha fl uctuations
By Daily 

Revelation Editor

Economist 
Emmanuel 
Zulu is 

questioning the 
recent gains in 
the value of the 
Kwacha and 
describing the 
same as artifi cial, 
which he says will 
ultimately lead to a 
sharp depreciation 
of the currency 
against other 
major convertible 
currencies in the 
long run.

Over a 
week ago, the 
local currency 
depreciated rapidly, 
and was trading at 
over K28.5 from 
around K27.5 
to US$1, before 
making a sharp 
appreciation to an 
average K27.6. 
The fl uctuation 
in value was by 
0.3353 and 1.22 
percent to K27.19 
on Thursday, 

November 28, 2024 
and K27.5 in the 
previous trading 
session.

“What we are 
having is the 
intervention of the 
Central Bank among 
other factors. The 
Monetary Policy 
Rate has been 
raised, the Statutory 
Reserve Rate has 
been increased 
by nine percent, 
something which 
has not happened in 
a long time, so that 
is quite huge,” said 
Zulu.

The economist 
is warning against 
the artifi cial gains in 
the Kwacha as the 
same may instigate 
further depreciations 
of the local currency. 
It’s fair to say that 

the Central Bank 
has tried to use 
every monetary 
policy instrument 
in their books to 
almost saturation 
point to address 

the depreciating 
Kwacha, which 
despite some 
temporary 
appreciations here 
at there, can safely 
be said to have 
been on a slippery 
slope since around 
October, 2022. It’s 
also fair to say that 

despite the eff orts 
from BoZ, the same 
have not been 
enough to stabilise 
the local currency 
against the other 
major convertible 

currencies, resulting 
in some devastating 
outcomes, such as 
a rise in infl ation 
(the cost of goods) 
and with that the 
worsening cost of 
living.

If the economists 
are warning that 

the intervention of 
BoZ has resulted 
in an artifi cial 
appreciation, 
which is likely to 
result in further 
depreciations, then 
Zambians must 
brace themselves 
for more problems 
occasioned by the 
same weakening 
Kwacha. Given the 
scenario, people can 
only with the feintest 
of hopes, hope that 
the overstretched 
monetary policy 
instruments will 
this time around 
hold to stabilise 
the Kwacha, 
thereby stemming 
further price hikes 
in fuel and other 
necessities in the 
economy, during this 
very diffi  cult period 
for the people of this 
country.

One would 
hope that the 
government would 
come up with more 
sound policies 
to spar growth 
and production 
to provide the 
much-needed 
relief to monetary 
instruments from 
the BoZ. More 
will be required to 
boost production in 
agriculture, energy, 
mining – including 
increased 
revenues from 
the same mines, 
manufacturing 
and increased 
government 
spending in critical 
sectors. This 
should be treated 
as a priority as 
the government 
cannot surely 
expect an over 6 
percent growth 
projection 
having to rely on 
monetary policy 
instruments alone.
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Don’t question ECZ’s credibility, they 
are independent - Imenda
(From front page)

And Zambia Wake-UP 
(ZAWAPA) leader Howard 
Kunda has supported calls 
for ECZ commissioner 
MacDonald Chipenzi and 
chairperson Mwangala 
Zalounis to resign because 
they are linked to the ruling 
party and can’t be impartial.

Speaking to Daily 
Revelation on assertions that 
ECZ was campaigning for 
her party in the Kawambwa 
parliamentary by-election, 
Imenda urged people 
accusing ECZ of being 
UPND members to provide 
evidence and prove their 
statements to the country.

She said if credible 
evidence would be provided 
then the offi  cials at ECZ 
would be removed from 
offi  ce.

“Let them produce 
evidence, if the evidence 
is overwhelming, they will 

either be removed … but if 
you are calling for someone’s 
resignation because you 
don’t like them or suspecting 
them, suspicion sometimes 
can be fake,” she said.

Imenda also said it was 
sad that despite Zambia 
being a Christian nation, 
people just woke up to create 
fake stories about others.

“These are baseless 
claims because ECZ works 
independently. You know, 
I just woke up yesterday to 
a rumor that me, ECZ and 
a guy called Maunga were 
printing voters cards, so 
people just want to make 
all sorts of innuendos and 
allegations,” she said. “These 
politics of nowadays where 
people just wake-up to create 
fake stories, I can’t believe 
that we call ourselves a 
Christian nation. I read the 
Bible, check Proverbs 6 
verse 16 to 21. Check what 

God hates, one of them is a 
lying tongue.”

She further said she 
had never spoken or met 
Chipenzi for people to be 
insinuating that he was 
UPND.

And Kunda said the 
country should not have 
UPND party members 
running a sensitive institution 
such as ECZ.

He said it was in public 
domain that Chipenzi wanted 
to contest in Chirundu under 
the UPND ticket and could 
not be allowed to be at the 
help of the election body.

Kunda said the elections 
in the country would not be 
credible as long as ECZ was 
not independent.

The opposition leader 
was commenting on a 
Zambian citizen Gregory 
Chisha who demanded for 
Chipenzi and Zaloumis to 
resign from their positions 
owing to their long standing 
overt association with the 
UPND.

Chisha through his 
lawyers Kang’ombe and 
Associates stated that he 
reckoned that Chipenzi had 
previously sought adoption 
to stand as a parliamentary 
candidate of the UPND, 
under Siavonga constituency.

Kunda said such 
institutions should be run 
by people who were not 
affi  liated to any political 
party.

“The institution has 
been frozen by the UPND 
to advance the cause of the 
UPND. Yes I have seen some 
offi  cers cited in this case, I 

can confi rm, because even 
myself, I have seen that they 
are members, so how can 
they be impartial?” he said.

Kunda said democracy 
would be under threat in the 
country if the government 
continued manipulating the 
electoral system.

“There has been no 
by-election that has passed 
without incidences that show 
that these people at ECZ are 
advancing something. I’m 
in support of the call for 
offi  cers who are linked to the 
ruling party to take Zambians 
seriously and resign,” he 
said.

He said the country was 
being run by people who 
just wanted to do what they 
wanted without thinking of 
other Zambians.

“You cannot have a party 
member, a party offi  cial in 
an institution like ECZ. It 
is clear and it is in public 
domain that my colleague 
Chipezi wanted to contest 
in Chirundu, so I think they 
were ratifi ed wrongly,” he 
said.

Kunda said putting 
offi  cials who did not qualify 
to be at sensitive institutions 
showed that the government 
had failed in many ways.

“These people are 
openly members of UPND 
and we should not allow 
this to continue. The 
agriculture sector is in a 
mess, scandals in the health 
sector, corruption, even 
ambassadors now from other 
countries are saying there 
is too much corruption and 
support is being withheld 
because of that hence, we 
should remove this party 
from government,” said 
Kunda.

Bashi Lovnat
So ninshi ba kabuswe is a confusion causer, through 
who he sends, he is the only minister who is being 
mentioned where confusion is. Spax mining kabuswe 
DC kabuswe ninshi bakateka you can’t seat him 
down? He is denting your name.

Henry Mhango
  Foolishness which youths? when we know who the 
smugglers are and the people that are working with 
them.

CPRA questions whether failure to act 
on health PS means he’s not on his own

By Chinoyi Chipulu

The Centre for Peace 
Research and 
Advocacy (CPRA) 

has charged that the 
government’s fi ght against 
corruption is selective and 
only focused on individuals 
who served in the PF 
government.

And CPRA is wondering 
whether the silence by 
State House to take action 
against Professor Christopher 
Simoonga meant that he “was 
not on his own.”

In a statement yesterday, 
CPRA executive director 
Cliff ton Chifuwe expressed 
concern over the lack of 
seriousness by the UPND 
government in fi ghting 
corruption cases.

“The UPND-led 
administration has 
consistently failed to 
demonstrate the necessary 
commitment and seriousness 
in addressing corruption, 
especially when those 
aligned to the ruling party 
are involved. While the 
government has made 

rhetorical promises to 
tackle corruption, it has 
become apparent that 
the fi ght is selective and 
disproportionately focused on 
individuals who served in the 
previous regime,” he stated.

Chifuwe said this 
approach only undermined 
public trust but also raised 
serious questions about the 
sincerity of the UPND’s anti-
corruption eff orts.

“President Hakainde 
Hichilema must rise above 
political considerations and 
show the Zambian people 
that his commitment to 
eradicating corruption is 
not just words, but backed 
by decisive actions. The 
speed with which the ACC 
board was dissolved after 
they reportedly uncovered 
grand corruption within 
their own ranks should be 
the same urgency that the 
president demonstrates in 
prosecuting those in his own 
administration involved in 
corrupt activities,” read the 
statement in part.

And Chifuwe has called 

Patrick Phiri
Bakabuswe tabakwata 
protocol even the mayor 
was not happy during 
labour day celebration in 
Chililabombwe how the 
mayor

Chi Mul
Filekeni fi lelwa fi kembo

Get to our 
facebook page  
and comment 

on any of  your 
favourite stories 

and we will 
publish it here

for the resignation of 
Ministry of Health permanent 
secretary for administration 
Professor Christopher 
Simoonga, for allegedly 
awarding a US$6.8 Million 
contract to a company 
linked to Chreso University, 
where he served as Vice 
Chancellor, to facilitate 
the implementation of a 
programme for HIV/AIDS 
prevention.

He stated that while in 
opposition, the government 
made rhetorical promises to 
tackle corruption cases in the 
country.

Chifuwe stated that 
despite having scandals at 
the Ministry of Health, there 

had been no action taken by 
President Hichilema.

“Recent allegations that 
the permanent secretary 
in the Ministry of Health 
awarded a multimillion-
Dollar contract to his own 
company raised serious 
concerns. It is shocking 
that, despite these grave 
accusations, the permanent 
secretary remains in 
offi  ce and there has been 
no response from the 
Presidency,” he stated.

Chifuwe stated that the 
inaction sent a dangerous 
signal that corruption was 
tolerated within the ruling 
party. 

“Does this imply that 

the permanent secretary 
is not “on his own,” as 
claimed by the President 
regarding those in his 
government who engaged in 
corrupt practices?” Chifuwe 
asked. “Those in public…
particularly those in positions 
of power, to summon their 
moral conscience and resign 
on moral grounds to allow for 
an independent investigation 
into these allegations.”

He stated that it was 
crucial that the government 
treated this issue with the 
seriousness it deserved, not 
only to prevent the further 
erosion of public trust but to 
avert potential confl ict. 

“As such, CPRA demands 

the immediate resignation 
of the permanent secretary 
in the Ministry of Health 
on moral grounds to pave 
the way for a thorough 
investigation. Zambians 
are growing increasingly 
impatient with the 
government’s failure to act 
decisively. If the leadership 
continues to turn a blind eye 
to corruption, the people 
may have no choice but to 
take matters into their own 
hands,” he warned.

He stated that the 
government must act now to 
restore confi dence and ensure 
that corruption was tackled 
without fear or favor.

CPRA executive director Cliff ton Chifuwe

KABUSWE’S YOUTHS WANT TO EVICT ME – DC

Readers’ feedback
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Increased Monetary Policy will 
stabilise prices - Economist

By Jane Chanda 

Economist Danny 
Mpasa says the Bank 
of Zambia (BoZ)’s 

recent decision to increase the 
Monetary Policy Rate (MPR) 
by 50 basis points to 14 
percent will have a positive 
impact on Zambia’s economy. 

Mpasa said the move 
to increase the MPR was 
expected to have a positive 
impact on the economy by 
stabilising prices of goods 
and services and ultimately 
controlling infl ation. 

Speaking in an interview 
with Daily Revelation on 
Wednesday, Mpasa said the 
increase in the MPR was 
particularly important, given 
that Zambia’s annual infl ation 
rate increased to 15.4 percent 
in July 2024.

“By controlling infl ation, 

the move aims to prevent 
a general rise in the cost 
of goods and services, 
which can be triggered by 
increases in local fuel prices, 
thereby helping to maintain 
the purchasing power of 
consumers and promote 
economic stability,” said 
Mpasa.

He noted that the BOZ’s 
decision aimed to address 
current infl ationary pressures 
in the economy, a move 
he viewed as necessary to 

keep infl ation in check, 
despite the potential for 
higher borrowing costs from 
commercial banks.

He said the increase 
in the MPR would have a 
positive impact on the value 
of the Kwacha, slowing its 
depreciation against major 
international currencies 
and bringing much-needed 
fi nancial stability to the 
economy.

“The increase in the MPR 
will help keep infl ation under 

control and stabilise prices,” 
he said.

The economist added that 
the advantages of increasing 
the MPR outweighed the 
costs, as it would help reduce 
infl ation, stabilise prices, 
strengthen the value of the 
Kwacha and boost investor 
confi dence by creating a 
stable infl ation environment 
that attracted investment and 
promoted economic growth.

But in a recent interview 
with Daily Revelation,

Economics Association of 
Zambia (EAZ) vice-president 
resident Mbanji Milambo 
said the decision to raise the 
MPR may not be enough to 
curb infl ation and stabilise 
the economy. 

Milambo expressed 
concern that relying solely on 
monetary policy measures, 
such as higher interest 
rates, could stifl e economic 
growth by limiting access 
to credit for businesses and 
households.

He said to achieve the 
intended infl ation target 
sustainably, monetary policy 
adjustments should be 
supported by fi scal policies 
that strengthened productive 
capacity.

Milambo noted that the 
Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) should have 
considered complementary 
fi scal policies and structural 
reforms in key sectors like 
agriculture, energy and 
manufacturing.

By Jane Chanda 

Economist Emmanuel 
Zulu says the recent 
gain in the value of 

the Kwacha is artifi cial and 
will ultimately lead to a sharp 
depreciation of the currency in 
the long run. 

His comments came in 
the wake of the Kwacha’s 
recent fl uctuation in value by 
0.3353 and 1.22% to 27.1957 
on Thursday, November 28 
and 27.5310 in the previous 
trading session.

In an interview with 
Daily Revelation yesterday, 
Zulu noted that the 
Kwacha’s appreciation 
was only sustainable when 
foreign exchange was 
generated through trade, 
but unfortunately, the 
government’s inability to 
generate suffi  cient foreign 
exchange had disadvantaged 
the local currency. 

The economist also 
pointed out that the increase 
in the Monetary Policy Rate 
(MPR) and the Statutory 
Reserve Rate had a signifi cant 
impact on the economy. 

“What we are having is 
the intervention of the Central 
Bank among other factors. 
The Monetary Policy Rate 
has been raised, the Statutory 
Reserve Rate has been 
increased by nine percent, 
something which has not 
happened in a long time, so 
that is quite huge,” he said.

Zulu also highlighted the 
signifi cant role the exchange 
market played in driving 
infl ation in Zambia. 

He noted that the volatile 
exchange rate had a negative 
impact on the country’s 
trade balance and hindered 
the achievement of certain 
economic goals.

“A stable exchange rate 
is crucial for a country’s 
economic growth and the 
current volatility is a major 
obstacle to achieving our 
economic objectives,” Zulu 
said.

He said the instability 
of the Kwacha had been 
evident in recent months, with 
the currency experiencing 
signifi cant fl uctuations this 
month.

Another economist 
Kelvin Chisanga noted 
that the fl uctuation in the 
exchange rate distorted the 
market, aff ecting individual 
companies and the nation as 
a whole. 

Chisanga also explained 
that the exchange rate had a 
signifi cant impact on the cost 
of doing business in Zambia. 

“When we look at the 
patterns of infl ation in the 
country’s projection, we have 
seen that there’s been spites 
which emanate through the 
exchange market,” he said. 

The economist further said 
the budget implementation 
process was hampered by the 
challenges of fi scal defi cit and 
resource constraints, which 
were further complicated by 
the fl uctuation in the exchange 
rate that made it diffi  cult to 
achieve certain economic 
goals, particularly in terms of 
infl ation.

Economist says Kwacha 
appreciation is artificial, 

predicts sharp depreciation

Binwell says betting is a business which should not be 
over-regulated

By Jane Chanda 

Nkana member of 
parliament Binwell 
Mpundu says betting 

is a business and should not 
be over-regulated.

But Kanchibiya member 
of parliament Sunday 
Chanda said online gambling 
was silently devastating 
families and futures across 
Zambia, and regulation was 
necessary to protect citizens 
from its devastating eff ects.

Contributing to the 
debate on the motion: To 
Enhance Regulation of 
Online Gambling which was 
moved by Chanda, Mpundu 
said gambling was simply a 
business and anyone could 
go and gamble to earn 
money.

He argued that if there 

were concerns about age, 
it was a separate issue, and 
he would have loved the 
motion to focus on regulating 
underage gambling.

Mpundu said he believed 
that over-regulation would 
stifl e the industry and 
pointed out that the motion’s 
proposal to limit how much 
individuals could bet or earn 
was equivalent to regulating 
how much people could 
make from any business.

He said the current 
economic challenges facing 
Zambia were dire and 
young people were roaming 
the streets without job 
opportunities as the animal 
called ‘unemployment’ was 
haunting the government, 
leading many to resort to 
betting, which enhanced their 

income in tough times.
He attributed the 

rise in gambling to the 
government’s failure 
to create employment 
opportunities, saying even 
some parliamentarians were 
betting online to supplement 
their income.

“The proposition here 
is to take away the little 
fallback that many Zambians, 
including adults, have come 
to rely on,” Mpundu said. 
“I refuse to be part of a 
grouping that will take away 
this little fallback for young 
people who are struggling to 
make ends meet.”

Mpundu argued that the 
existing law was suffi  cient 
to regulate online gambling, 
and that over-regulation 
would only serve to push the 
industry underground. 

He said the focus should 
be on creating employment 
opportunities rather than 

taking away the few options 
available to young people.

The Nkana member 
of parliament also 
expressed concern that the 
motion’s proposals would 
disproportionately aff ect 
the poor and vulnerable, 
who relied on gambling as a 
means of survival. 

He further urged his 
fellow parliamentarians 
to consider the potential 
consequences of their 
decisions on the most 
vulnerable members of 
society.

Mpundu questioned the 
motives behind the motion, 
suggesting that it may be 
driven by interests other than 
the welfare of Zambians. 

He called for a more 
nuanced approach to 
regulating online gambling, 
one that took into account the 
complexities of the issue and 
the potential impact on the 
lives of ordinary Zambians.

Chanda urged the 
government to enhance 
regulation of online 
gambling. 

He proposed strict 
licensing requirements, age 
verifi cation, and caps on how 
much individuals could bet 
or lose in a given period.

He emphasised that 
regulation was not about 
banning gambling but about 
protecting citizens.

Contributing to the 
debate, Kamfi nsa member 
of parliament Christopher 
Kang’ombe said gambling 
was a business that should 
be regulated and Zambia 
Revenue Authority (ZRA) 
needed to collect taxes from 
gambling operators as the 
law permitted it.

He said there was need 
for regulations to protect 
young people from the 
risks of online gambling, 
questioning why young 
ones at the age of 10 or 12 
accessed these platforms.

Kang’ombe pointed out 

that the existing law, the 
1957 Betting Control Act 
amended in 1989, which 
required individuals to be 

18 years old to participate in 
betting, should be enforced to 
prevent underage gambling.
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‘Black men should get tested for prostate cancer’

Suzgo Nyirenda, who has prostate cancer, is calling for other black men to be tested for the disease

A man living with prostate 
cancer is calling for 
other black men to 

come forward and get tested for 
the disease.

Suzgo Nyirenda from 
Aylesford, Kent, was diagnosed 
with prostate cancer in 2017.

The 82-year-old said that 
black men are often unaware 
that ethnicity is a risk factor, 
alongside age and family 
history.

“Please get examined, 
especially if you are black,” he 
said. 

“Get the x-rays, get the CT 
scan, whatever. Get your body 
looked at.”

Mr Nyirenda said he would 
not be alive today if not for the 
treatment he had at Maidstone 
Hospital.

“This cancer affects 

virtually everything in your 
system,” he said. “Get the 
medical opinion on your body - 
it’s your body, you need to look 
after it.”

Research shows that black 
men have a 25% chance of 
being diagnosed with prostate 
cancer.

Catching it early
Asian men have a much 

lower risk, with one in 13 men 
developing prostate cancer, 
while white men have a one in 
eight risk.

It is not understood why 
there is a difference in risk 
among different ethnic groups 
but experts say it could be 
linked to genetics.

Dr Kathryn Lees, 
consultant clinical oncologist at 

Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells 
NHS Trust, said: “Black men 
are not at greater risk of dying 
from their prostate cancer if 
they’re diagnosed at the same 
stage [as other men].

“But they often present 
later and therefore potentially 
have a greater risk of having 
more problems.”

BBC

WHO Africa director-elect dies 
while receiving treatment in India

The World Health 
Organization’s 
regional director-

elect for Africa died while 
receiving medical treatment 
in India, Tanzania’s 
parliament speaker said 
Wednesday.

Plans to repatriate the 
body of Tanzania’s Dr. 
Faustine Ndugulile, 55, 
were underway, Speaker 
Tulia Ackson said, adding 
that funeral plans would 
be announced later. She 
didn’t disclose Ndugulile’s 
ailment.

Ndugulile served as a 
member of parliament for 
Kigamboni Constituency 
in Tanzania’s commercial 
capital, Dar es Salaam. He 

was also the East African 
country’s health assistant 
minister between 2017-2020 
and the information and 
communication minister 
until 2021.

He was elected as the 
WHO’s African director 
in August and was set 
to start his new role in 
February 2025, following 
Dr. Matshidiso Moeti who 
served in the role for two 
terms. In his acceptance 
speech, Ndugulile expressed 
a firm commitment to 
advancing the health and 
well-being of people in 
Africa.

Tanzania’s President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan 
expressed condolences 

on social media platform 
X, calling his death 
“devastating,” while WHO 
Director-General Tedros 
Ghebreyesus wrote that he 
was “shocked and deeply 
saddened” by his death.

Several Tanzanian 
legislators also posted on 
X, saying Ndugulile was “a 
humble man.”

Godbless Lema, a former 
opposition legislator, wrote: 
“When in parliament, 
Ndugulile wasn’t as harsh as 
his colleagues in the ruling 
party.”

WHO regional directors 
have a five-year term and are 
eligible for reappointment 
only once.

AFRICANEWS

Dr Faustine Ndugulile, Regional Director-Elect.
 

Local residents and a policeman walk next to damaged cars in the courtyard of a destroyed 
building following a missile attack in Odesa on November 25, 2024

Trump’s national security adviser 
pick is weighing proposals to end 
the Russia-Ukraine war
President-elect Donald 

Trump’s soon-to-
be national security 

adviser Mike Waltz has been 
weighing several proposals 
in recent days for ending 
the war between Russia 
and Ukraine, including one 
from Gen. Keith Kellogg 
who Trump announced 
Wednesday as his pick to 
be to be special envoy to 
the countries, two sources 
familiar with the matter told 
CNN

While the specifics of 
a strategy are still being 
worked on, Trump officials 
will likely push for a 
ceasefire early on to freeze 
the conflict temporarily 
while both sides negotiate, 
the people said. Trump 
administration officials are 
also expected to push for 
European allies and NATO 
to take on more of the cost-
sharing burden for supporting 

Ukraine.
“We need to bring 

this to a responsible end,” 
Waltz told Fox over the 
weekend. “We need to 
restore deterrence, restore 
peace, and get ahead of this 
escalation ladder, rather than 
responding to it.” 

Prior to winning the 
election, Trump repeatedly 
claimed that the Russia-
Ukraine war would not 
have started if he had been 
president. He also vowed to 
end the war, sometimes even 
claiming he would stop the 
years-long conflict before 
taking office. In July, he said 
he could settle the conflict in 
one day.

In his September 
presidential debate against 
Vice President Kamala 
Harris, Trump refused to say 
he was committed to Ukraine 
defeating Russia. Later that 
month, he suggested that 

Ukraine should have “given 
up a little bit” to Moscow, 
saying at a campaign event 
that “any deal, even the worst 
deal, would have been better 
than what we have right 
now.”

The plans Waltz is 
reviewing include a proposal 
from Kellogg, who served 
as an adviser on national 
security issues in the first 
Trump administration.

“I am very pleased to 
nominate General Keith 
Kellogg to serve as Assistant 
to the President and Special 
Envoy for Ukraine and 
Russia. Keith has led a 
distinguished Military and 
Business career, including 
serving in highly sensitive 
National Security roles in 
my first Administration. He 
was with me right from the 
beginning! Together, we will 
secure PEACE THROUGH 
STRENGTH, and Make 
America, and the World, 
SAFE AGAIN!” Trump 
posted. CNN

Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs denied bail for 
third time in sex-trafficking case
Sean “Diddy” Combs has 

been denied bail for the 
third time by a judge in 

New York City.
Two judges previously 

denied Mr Combs’s release 
from custody, primarily due 
to concerns about potential 
witness tampering, deeming 
it a significant risk if he was 
freed before trial, which is 
scheduled for May 2025.

Mr Combs is being held 
at the Metropolitan Detention 
Center in Brooklyn, 
New York, charged with 
racketeering conspiracy, sex 
trafficking, and transportation 

for prostitution.
He has entered a plea of 

not guilty and has also denied 
more than two dozen sexual 

assault accusations lodged in 
a flurry of civil lawsuits.

BBC

Sean “Diddy” Combs 
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Pogba’s brother, 5 others accused of 
extorting France star go on trialA brother of World 

Cup winner Paul 
Pogba went on trial 

Tuesday with five other 
men as part of an extortion 
case that targeted the soccer 
player two years ago.

The case at the Paris 
criminal court is taking 
place without the former 
Manchester United and 
Juventus player, who has 
decided not to attend. The 
trial is set to last one week.

A judge ordered the six 
men to stand trial following 
an investigation into whether 
Pogba was the target of 
extortion by his brother 
Mathias and childhood 
friends.

Mathias Pogba is on 
trial “for the offenses of 
attempted extortion and 
criminal conspiracy,” the 
prosecutor’s office said.

The five others — 
identified by their first 

names only — allegedly 
demanded 13 million euros 
($13.6 million) from the 
France midfielder, and 
repeatedly intimidated him, 
claiming he should have 
supported them after he 
became an international 
soccer star.

They are accused of 
extortion and attempted 
extortion by using violence, 
abduction and confinement 
to facilitate a crime or 
misdemeanor, as well as 
criminal conspiracy.

Defense lawyers Yves 
Leberquier and Karim 
Morand-Lahouazi reportedly 
asked the court Tuesday to 
summon Pogba so they can 
question him.

During the investigation, 

Pogba said he paid 100,000 
euros to the organized 
group including his brother. 
According to French media 
reports, the 31-year-old 
player also told investigators 
the alleged extortionists 
wanted to discredit him by 
claiming he asked a witch 
doctor to cast a spell on 
France teammate Kylian 
Mbappé. Pogba denied the 
allegation.

The case became public 
after Mathias Pogba posted 
threats on social media to 
share “explosive” revelations 
about his brother, Mbappé 
and Paul Pogba’s agent 
Rafaela Pimenta. Mathias 
Pogba was also a soccer 
player who spent most of his 
career with lower-tier teams 

in Europe.
Once one of the world’s 

top midfielders, Pogba has 

made the headlines in recent 
years more often for his off-
field problems than for his 

soccer brilliance.
AFRICANEWS

Derek Chisora, Otto Wallin to 
fight in Manchester in February

Derek Chisora will fight Otto Wallin in February Tom Dulat/Getty Images

British heavyweight 
Derek Chisora 
will face Sweden’s 

Otto Wallin on Feb. 8 in 
Manchester in what is being 
billed as his final fight in the 
U.K.

Chisora, 40, beat 
countryman Joe Joyce in a 
grueling fight in July, while 
Wallin (27-2, 15 KOs) picked 
up a first-round KO win over 
Onoriode Ehwareme the 
same month, his first fight 
since a resounding defeat to 
Anthony Joshua in December 

when he was stopped in 
Round 5.

The pair will now face 
each other at the Co-op 
Live with Chisora (35-13, 
23 KOs) saying after the 
Joyce win he wanted two 
more fights to get to 50 
professional career bouts. He 
also declared he wanted one 
of those to be in Manchester.

“I’ve had some amazing 
nights in Manchester, both in 
the ring and in the warehouse 
raves so [it was only] right 
I had one last dance up 

north. Come February 8th 
I’m going to be bringing 
WAR to Wallin, be ready for 
my penultimate showreel 
knockout,” Chisora said.

Chisora was initially 
slated to take on Jarrell 
Miller, until a contractual 
issue on the American’s side 
prevented the bout from 
coming to fruition.

Wallin has stepped in, and 
said he is expecting a tough 
night in England’s north.

Derek Chisora beat Joe 
Joyce in July. Warren Little/

Getty Images
“I think this is a great 

fight at the right time for 
me. I’m looking forward to 
fighting in Manchester, and 
I know I’m walking into the 
Lion’s Den, but I will be 
ready for it and ready to get 
the victory!”

Queensberry promoter 
Frank Warren said he expects 
there to be fireworks, and 
hopes the arena will be 
packed for Chisora’s last 
show in the U.K.

“This is a heavyweight 
fight I expect to deliver in a 
big way,” Warren said.

“Obviously Derek needs 
absolutely no introductions 
and fully deserves such a 
showpiece occasion on a 
magnificent stage against a 
top-class contender.

“He has stated that he 
wants to hit a half century 
of fights and that he wants 
one of his final two to be 
in Manchester, so we are 
delighted to make this 
possible for him and to stage 
our first promotion at the 
impressive Co-op Live arena, 
which I hope will be packed 
out for Derek’s 49th fight.”

ESPN

The Pogba brothers

Mercedes reserve driver Schumacher to leave role

Mick Schumacher competed in Formula 1 for Haas from 
2021 to 2022

Mick Schumacher is 
to leave his role as 
Mercedes reserve 

driver at the end of this 
season.

The 25-year-old, who 
is the son of seven-time 
Formula 1 champion 
Michael Schumacher, has 
been with the team for two 
years.

Mercedes took the 
German on when he was 
dropped after two seasons 
with the US-based Haas 
outfit.

Schumacher had hoped 
for a return to the F1 grid 
next season, but was rejected 
by the Sauber/Audi and 
Alpine teams.

He has been racing 
for Alpine in the world 
endurance championship in 
2024.

Schumacher said: “These 
two years have undoubtedly 
made me a more experienced 
racing driver because I have 
got to know the engineering 
side better.

“But watching these cars 
race and not sitting in the 
cockpit myself is tough. I 
want to get back to focusing 
100% on racing. I want to 
be fully committed to the 
sporting side of motorsport.

“Ultimately, it is racing 
that you want to do as a 
driver, it is racing that gives 
you that feeling you love.”

Mercedes had a seat 
available in F1 in 2025 
following Lewis Hamilton’s 
decision to move to Ferrari, 
but preferred to promote 

their Italian protege Andrea 
Kimi Antonelli.

Toto Wolff, Mercedes F1 
team principal, said: “Mick’s 
hard work, diligence, and 

determination in his role as 
reserve driver has been vital 
for the team over the past 
two years. From his work 
in the simulator, testing of 

various cars, and being part 
of the trackside team, we 
couldn’t have asked for any 
more from him.”

BBC
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BBC HAVE SPIT IN BBC HAVE SPIT IN 
WOMEN’S FACEWOMEN’S FACE
... best selling author escoriates broadcaster for awarding Barbra

Bestselling author JK Rowling

By Mubukwanu Kaingu 

Bestselling author JK 
Rowling has caused a 
storm by alleging that 

Zambia women’s national 
team striker Barbra Banda 
does not deserve the 2024 
BBC Women’s Footballer of 
the Year award because she 
is not female. 

Rowling is known for her 
robust opposition to letting 
transgender women compete 
in female sporting events. 

The Harry Potter series 
author alleged in a post on 
her X account on Wednesday 
that Banda was not a 
woman. 

“Presumably the BBC 
decided this was more time 
effi  cient than going door 
to door to spit directly in 
women’s faces, “ Rowling 

said. 
“Yep, femaleness is just 

post-modern performance 
art until they need an 
incubator.”

But the National 
Women’s Soccer League 
where Banda plays for newly 
crowned champions Orlando 
Pride who she also inspired 
to the league title over the 

weekend came to the Zambia 
women’s national team 
captain’s defence.

Banda also won the 
seasons Most Valuable 
Player award which Rowling 
was mute on.

However, Rowling 
later had an issue with the 
national broadcaster from 
her country for bestowing 

the award on the Zambia 
captain.

“The lowest form of 
discourse is personal insult 
cloaked with racism and 
lies, on X no less. Barbra 
Banda is a proud member 
of @nwsl_players. She is 
the best of us. Just so we’re 
clear, @jk_rowling: you 
come for her, you come for 

all of us. Me fi rst. Let’s go,” 
stated Executive Director 
of the NWSL Players 
Association Meghann Burke 
in her reaction to Rowling’s 
remarks.

Banda was initially 
banned by CAF from the 
2022 Women’s AFCON 
together with her striker 
partner Rachael Kundananji 

for allegedly failing their 
gender eligibility test.

However, FIFA and 
the International Olympic 
Committee found no validity 
in CAF’s decision and 
cleared both players who 
have just inspired Zambia to 
a third successive WAFCON 
qualifi cation for next July’s 
tournament in Morocco.

Nkana coach 
describes 

ZANACO loss as 
minor setback

 By Mubukwanu Kaingu 

Mwenya Chipepo 
has described his 
fi rst loss as Nkana 

coach in Wednesday’s 1-0 
away defeat at Zanaco as a 
minor setback. 

The defeat at Sunset 
Stadium in Lusaka halted 
Nkana’s four-match 
winning run under Chipepo 
since his appointment on 
October 26.

Chipepo said in a post-
match interview in Lusaka 
that Nkana did everything 
right but found a very ready 
and motivated Zanaco side 
waiting for them. 

“They (Zanaco) did well 
today (Wednesday), yes 

it’s painful, but they came 
prepared. They don’t want 
to go down to Division 1 so 
they have won and we just 
have to congratulate them 
and we just have to work on 
our weaknesses,” Chipepo 
said. 

The result halted a 
meteoric rise for Nkana in 
just four games from third 
from bottom to number six 
which moved them within 
fi ve points of leaders Zesco 
United before the loss at 
Zanaco.

“To me, I don’t want to 
condemn my players or the 
whole team. For me they 
have done well because 
look at the position I found 

them in at number 16 and 
have won four games in 
a row, “Chipepo said. 
“Sometimes like I said this 
was not our day. Our day 
will come on Saturday.”

Nkana host fourth-
placed Buff aloes in Kitwe 
tomorrow with the latter 
also coming into the fi xture 
with a midweek loss 
following a 2-1 home defeat 

to Nkwazi who are fi fth.
Wednesday’s defeat 

also saw Nkana drop one 
notch from sixth to seventh 
on 19 points, seven and 
six points behind leaders 

Zesco United and second-
placed Power Dynamos 
respectively. 

Buff aloes have 22 points 
heading into their trip to 
Nkana.


